
 

Thanks for annotating subfigures and subcaptions! 
The task is to draw bounding boxes for each subfigure in each of the figures and to identify 
the subcaptions corresponding to each of the subfigures. There are several different 
ways/edge cases for the sub-captions, so I give examples in the document along with my 
requested annotations for them so that we can try standardize our collective annotations. 
Please read these instructions in full. In general, use your best judgement, and feel free to 
ask me questions. 

Getting started: a simple example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For each subfigure in this image, please select the corresponding letter from the letters at 
the top of the page before drawing the box. Once you draw the box successfully, you should 
see the letter in the top left corner of the box. After drawing all the boxes, please copy the 
sub-captions into the text box in order from (a) to (f) using “||” as a delimiter. The final entry 
in the text box should look like this: 
 



 

IMPORTANT:​ Don’t forget the delimiter! Also, the order of the letters labeling the boxes 
should match the order of the subcaptions in the text box. That is, the box(es) labeled with 
“A” should match the first subcaption in the text box, the box(es) labeled with “B” should 
match the second subcaption, etc. And finally, each subcaption should be a continuous span 
of text. 
 

Overview of Buttons and Workflow 
 
Once you are finished with this example, please click the green checkbox at the bottom of 
the page to proceed to the next example. Please use the red X box at the bottom of the page 
to complete an example when the figure contains no subfigures, and there’s no need to do 
any other annotations for that example. The other two buttons at the bottom of the page are 
skip (the circle with a line through it) and undo (arrow pointing to the left). Undo will take you 
back to the previous example to allow you to revise your work. You should never need to 
use the “skip” button. 
 
IMPORTANT:​ You will also notice a save icon (in the form of a floppy disk) in the top left 
corner of the screen. Please click this button periodically to save your work. Your work will 
not be saved and will not be usable if you don’t click this button. Also, note that you will not 
be able to undo work after it has been saved. 
 

  



 

3 More examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the above example, each letter (a), (b), etc. comes at the end of the subcaption of interest. 
For instance, the sub-caption for Figure (a) should be “A chest radiography revealed 
elevation of the diaphragm due to dilated and gaseous intestines (a).” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a tricky example because Subfigures C-C’’ share a sub-caption, and Subfigures D-D’’ 
share a subcaption. For this case, please draw a box labeled “A” for Subfigure A; draw a box 
labeled “B” for subfigure B; draw boxes labeled “C” for Subfigures C, C’, and C’’; and draw 
boxes labeled “D” for Subfigures D, D’, D’’. The input to the text box should be: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Here is a similar example, where each sub-caption describes a pair of images. For this 
example, I drew a box for A and a box for B that are both labeled with “A” and copied their 
shared sub-caption as the first sub-caption. Then I drew a box for C and a box for D that are 
both labeled with “B” and copied their shared sub-caption as the second sub-caption, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, here is an example of a case where subfigures are referenced several times each, 
and it’s too hard to choose a single subcaption for each sub-figure. In such a case, please 
still annotate the sub-figures as usual, but do not paste anything into the text box. I have 
shown just the caption here. Also, in such cases, please click the “Click this if…” button at 
the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 


