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Introduction

The W-NUT 2017 workshop focuses on a core set of natural language processing tasks on top of
noisy user-generated text, such as that found on social media, web forums and online reviews. Recent
years have seen a significant increase of interest in these areas. The internet has democratized content
creation leading to an explosion of informal user-generated text, publicly available in electronic format,
motivating the need for NLP on noisy text to enable new data analytics applications. The workshop
is an opportunity to bring together researchers interested in noisy text with different backgrounds and
encourage crossover. The workshop this year features a shared task on Emerging and Rare entity
recognition.

The workshop received 27 main track submissions, 17 of which were accepted, in addition to 6 system
description papers for the shared task and a task overview paper. There are 3 invited speakers, Bill
Dolan, Dirk Hovy and Miles Osborne with each of their talks covering a different aspect of NLP for
user-generated text. We would like to thank the Program Committee members who reviewed the papers
this year. We would also like to thank the workshop participants.

Leon Derczynski, Wei Xu, Alan Ritter and Tim Baldwin
Co-Organizers
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