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Introduction

The 13th edition of the annual Workshop on Multiword Expressions (MWE 2017)1 took place on April
4, 2017 in Valencia, Spain, in conjunction with the 15th Conference of the European Chapter of the
Association for Computational Linguistics (EACL 2017). It was endorsed by the Special Interest Group
on the Lexicon of the Association for Computational Linguistics (SIGLEX)2 and by the European
IC1207 COST Action PARSEME.3 The workshop featured a dedicated track for the Shared Task on
the Identification of Verbal Multiword Expressions.

The workshop has been held since 2001 in conjunction with major computational linguistics conferences
(ACL, COLING, LREC, EACL). It attracts the attention of an ever-growing community working on a
variety of languages and linguistic phenomena and represents an important venue for the community to
interact, share resources and tools, and collaborate on efforts for advancing the computational treatment
of multiword expressions.

In this 13th edition of the workshop, we have called for papers on major challenges in MWE processing,
both from theoretical and computational viewpoints, focusing on research related (but not limited) to the
following topics:

• Manually and automatically constructed lexical resources
• MWE representation in lexical resources
• MWE annotation in corpora and treebanks
• MWEs in non-standard language (e.g. tweets, forums, spontaneous speech)
• Original MWE discovery methods (e.g. using word embeddings, parallel corpora)
• Original MWE in-context identification methods (e.g. using deep learning, topic models)
• MWE processing in syntactic frameworks (e.g. HPSG, LFG, TAG, universal dependencies)
• MWE processing in semantic frameworks (e.g. WSD, semantic parsing)
• MWE processing in end-user applications (e.g. summarization, machine translation)
• Orchestration of MWE processing with respect to applications
• Evaluation of MWE processing techniques
• Models of first and second language acquisition of MWEs
• Theoretical and psycholinguistic studies on MWEs
• Crosslinguistic studies on MWEs

Submissions included both long and short papers. In total, 34 papers (22 short and 12 long) were
submitted to the main track of the workshop. From those, 7 papers (4 short and 3 long) were accepted as
oral presentations and 14 papers (11 short and 3 long) were accepted as posters. The overall acceptance
rate is 62% including oral presentations and posters, short and long papers.

Additionally, 6 system description papers and 1 shared task description paper were submitted to the
shared task track. The former were all selected as posters and the latter as an oral presentation. The
reviewing modalities were different in this track, therefore we do not count these papers in the workshop
acceptance rate.

In addition to the oral and poster sessions, the workshop featured an invited talk by Paul Cook, from
the University of New Brunswick, Canada. The presentation was entitled Exploiting multilingual lexical

1http://multiword.sf.net/mwe2017
2http://www.siglex.org/
3http://parseme.eu/
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resources to predict the compositionality of MWEs. The program also included a panel discussion on the
future directions of the MWE community and the SIGLEX Section.

We would like to thank the members of the program committee for the timely reviews, authors for their
valuable contributions, shared task organizers, annotators, and system developers for their hard work,
and all involved participants for their interest in the workshop. We also want to thank the IC1207 COST
Action PARSEME and SIGLEX for their endorsement and support, as well as the EACL 2017 organizers.

Stella Markantonatou, Carlos Ramisch, Agata Savary, and Veronika Vincze
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Gülşen Eryiğit , Istanbul Technical University (Turkey)
Stefan Evert, FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg (Germany)
Meghdad Farahmand, University of Geneva (Switzerland)
Joaquim Ferreira da Silva, New University of Lisbon (Portugal)
Dan Flickinger, Stanford University (USA)
Angeliki Fotopoulou, Institute for Language and Speech Processing/RC “Athena” (Greece)
Voula Giouli, Institute for Language and Speech Processing/RC “Athena” (Greece)
Antton Gurrutxaga, Elhuyar Foundation (Basque Country, Spain)
Chikara Hashimoto, Yahoo!Japan (Japan)
Kyo Kageura, University of Tokyo (Japan)
Philipp Koehn, John Hopkins University (USA)
Dimitris Kokkinakis, University of Gothenburg (Sweden)
Yannis Korkontzelos, Edge Hill University (UK)
Brigitte Krenn, Austrian Research Institute for Artificial Intelligence (Austria)
Cvetana Krstev, University of Belgrade (Serbia)
Eric Laporte, University Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallee (France)
Evita Linardaki, Hellenic Open University (Greece)

v



Hector Martínez Alonso, INRIA (France)
Diana McCarthy, University of Cambridge (UK)
Johanna Monti, “L’Orientale” University of Naples (Italy)
Preslav Nakov, Qatar Computing Research Institute, HBKU (Qatar)
Joakim Nivre, Uppsala University (Sweden)
Diarmuid Ó Séaghdha, Apple (UK)
Michael Oakes, University of Wolverhampton (UK)
Jan Odijk, University of Utrecht (The Netherlands)
Petya Osenova, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (Bulgaria)
Haris Papageorgiou, Institute for Language and Speech Processing/RC “Athena” (Greece)
Yannick Parmentier, Université d’Orléans (France)
Carla Parra Escartín, ADAPT Centre, Dublin City University (Ireland)
Agnieszka Patejuk, Institute of Computer Science, Polish Academy of Sciences (Poland)
Pavel Pecina, Charles University (Czech Republic)
Scott Piao, Lancaster University (UK)
Thierry Poibeau, CNRS and École Normale Supérieure (France)
Martin Riedl, University of Hamburg (Germany)
Mike Rosner, University of Malta (Malta)
Manfred Sailer, Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main (Germany)
Magali Sanches Duran, University of São Paulo (Brazil)
Federico Sangati, Independent researcher (Italy)
Nathan Schneider, Georgetown University (USA)
Sabine Schulte im Walde, University of Stuttgart (Germany)
Serge Sharoff, University of Leeds (UK)
Kiril Simov, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (Bulgaria)
Sara Stymne, Uppsala University (Sweden)
Stan Szpakowicz, University of Ottawa (Canada)
Beata Trawinski, Institut für Deutsche Sprache Mannheim (Germany)
Yulia Tsvetkov, Stanford University (USA)
Yuancheng Tu, Microsoft (USA)
Ruben Urizar, University of the Basque Country (Spain)
Lonneke van der Plas, University of Malta (Malta)
Gertjan van Noord, University of Groningen (The Netherlands)
Aline Villavicencio, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil)
Tom Wasow, Stanford University (USA)
Marion Weller-Di Marco, University of Stuttgart (Germany)
Shuly Wintner, University of Haifa (Israel)

Program Committee - Shared Task Track:

Verginica Barbu Mititelu, ICIA, Romanian Academy (Romania)
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