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Introduction

Welcome to the First AHA!-Workshop on Information Discovery in Text!

In this workshop, we are bringing together leading researchers in the emerging field of Information
Discovery to discuss approaches for Information Extraction that are not bound by a pre-specified
schema of information, but rather discover relational or categorial structure automatically from given
unstructured data.

This includes approaches that are based on unsupervised machine-learning over models of distributional
semantics, as well as OpenIE methods that relax the definition of semantic relations in order to more
openly extract structured information. Other approaches focus on inexpensively training information
extractors to be used across different domains with minimal supervision, or on adapting existing IE
systems to new domains and relations.

As different approaches on Information Discovery are gaining momentum, many fundamental questions
arise that merit discussion: How do these approaches compare and what are their relative strengths and
weaknesses? What are the desiderata and applications for Information Discovery methods? How can
such methods be evaluated and compared? And most importantly, what is the potential of Information
Discovery methods and where can current research lead?

We received 19 paper submissions of which the programme committee has accepted ten - six of which
were chosen for oral presentation and four as posters.

We look forward to a workshop full of interesting paper presentations, invited talks and lively discussion.

Sincerely,

Alan Akbik and Larysa Visengeriyeva

AHA! Chairs
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