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Preface

The ACL 2014 Workshop on Language Technologies and Computational Social Science was held on
June 26, 2014 in Baltimore, following the 52nd annual meeting of the ACL. The workshop’s goal was
to increase the visibility of computational social science— in which automated techniques are applied
to massive datasets to answer scientific questions about society—for ACL researchers and to help build
connections between language technologists and social scientists.

The workshop included six invited talks from researchers who have successfully brought language
technologies to computational social science research questions: political scientists Amber Boydstun
and Justin Grimmer, social computing expert Ed Chi, sociolinguist Sali Tagliamonte, and computational
linguists Lillian Lee and Philip Resnik.

Out of twenty submissions of short papers, thirteen were selected by the program committee for poster
presentation. These represent an exciting, conversation-provoking range of research projects.

The workshop also included a session reporting on a related research competition, the NLP Unshared
Task in PoliInformatics. A short overview paper is included in these proceedings.

This workshop was supported by grants from Google and the U.S. National Science Foudnation (grant
IIS-1433108). These funds enabled the participation of the invited speakers, fourteen graduate students,
and three more senior researchers.

We thank the invited speakers, program committee members, authors, and participants for sharing time
and thoughts on this increasingly important research topic.

Cristian Danescu-Niculescu-Mizil, Jacob Eisenstein, Kathy McKeown, and Noah Smith
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