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Introduction

Welcome to the proceedings of the NAACL Workshop on the Induction of Linguistic Structure (WILS).
This workshop solicited papers addressing the challenges of learning in an unsupervised or minimally
supervised context with questions of linguistic structure. Inducing structured linguistic representations
from text has long been a fundamental problem in Computational Linguistics and Natural Language
Processing, drawing from theoretical Computer Science and Machine Learning. The popularity of the
area is driven by two different motivations. Firstly, it can help us to better understand the cognitive
process of language acquisition in humans. Secondly, it can help with portability of NLP applications
into new domains and new languages. Most NLP algorithms rely on syntactic parse structure created
by supervised methods, however in many cases there is no available training data, thus limiting the
portability of these algorithms. Consequently work on unsupervised induction of the linguistic structure
of language holds considerable promise, although current approaches are a long way from solving the
general problems. This workshop aimed to foster continuing research in structure induction, and bring
together different communities working on these problems, be it from a cognitive or a text processing
perspective.

The workshop also hosted the PASCAL Unsupervised Grammar Induction Challenge, which aimed to
foster continuing research in grammar induction and part-of-speech induction, while also opening up
the problem to more ambitious settings, including a wider variety of languages, removing the reliance
on gold standard parts-of-speech and, critically, providing a thorough evaluation.

Trevor Cohn, Phil Blunsom and João Graça, Workshop Chairs
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