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pReFace

The Recent Advances in Natural Language Processing (RANLP) conference, already in its 
seventh year and ranked among the most influential NLP conferences, has always been a meeting 
venue for scientists coming from all over the world. In the last few years there has been increasing 
interest from students and young researchers from the NLP field. For this reason, for the first time in 
RANLP history, a competitive Student Workshop featuring peer reviewing and printed proceedings is 
held in conjunction with the International conference RANLP 2009.

The aim of the workshop is to provide an excellent opportunity for students at all levels 
(Bachelor, Master, and PhD) to present their work in progress or completed projects to an international 
research audience and receive feedback from senior researchers. We have received 29 high quality 
submissions, among which only 3 papers have been accepted as regular oral papers, and 13 as posters. 
Each submission has been reviewed by at least 2 reviewers, who are experts in their field, in order to 
supply detailed and helpful comments. The papers' topics cover a broad selection of research areas, 
such as:

Anaphora Resolution;•	

Information Extraction;•	

Information Retrieval;•	

Machine Translation;•	

Multiple-Choice Questions Generation;•	

Opinion Mining;•	

Parsing;•	

Part-of-Speech Tagging;•	

Temporal Processing;•	

Text Segmentation;•	

Text Summarization;•	

Textual Entailment;•	

Word Sense Disambiguation.•	

We are also glad to admit that our authors comprise a very international group with students 
coming from: Argentina, Bulgaria, China, France, India, Iran, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United Kingdom and United States.

We would like to thank the authors for submitting their papers and the members of the 
Programme Committee for their efforts to provide exhaustive reviews.

We are especially grateful to the RANLP Chairs Prof. Galia Angelova and Prof. Ruslan 
Mitkov, and to Dr. Constantin Orăsan for their indispensable support and encouragement during the 
Workshop organisation.

We hope the participants will receive invaluable feedback about their work. Enjoy the 
Workshop!

Irina Temnikova, Ivelina Nikolova and Natalia Konstantinova
Organisers of the Student Workshop, held in conjunction with  

The International Conference RANLP-09
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