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Preface

We are pleased to present the Proceedings of the 14th International Natural Language Generation
Conference (INLG 2021). Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year the conference was primarily
held online on 20-23 September 2021.

INLG 2021 was organised by the University of Aberdeen. The event took place under the auspices of the
Special Interest Group on Natural Language Generation (SIGGEN) of the Association for Computational
Linguistics (ACL).

The INLG conference is the main international forum for the discussion of all aspects of Natural
Language Generation (NLG), including applications, evaluation, models, and resources.

The conference started on 20 Sept with a tutorial by David M. Howcroft on Crowdsourcing Experiments
and Platforms.

The main conference took place over three days (21-23 Sep). We received 76 submissions (excluding
Generation Challenges), of which 23 were accepted as long papers, 7 as short papers, and 1 as a demo
paper.

Generation challenges is a set of shared tasks which are presented at INLG. This year results of 2
challenges were presented:

• Shared Task on Evaluating Accuracy in Generated Texts

• The ReproGen Shared Task on Reproducibility of Human Evaluations in NLG

The proceedings include a summary paper for each challenge, and 8 short papers describing submissions
to the challenges. We also received 5 proposals for 5 new challenges for 2022, 4 of which were accepted
and are included as short papers in the proceedings.

We were very grateful to our two keynote speakers:

• Tim Bickmore (Northeastern University, USA), who spoke on Health Counseling Dialogue
Systems: Promise and Peril

• Natalie Schluter (Google Brain and IT University Copenhagen, Denmark), who spoke on Fresh
Eyes on the Tough Problem of Automatic Summarisation

We are also grateful to the four members of our panel on What Users Want from Real-World NLG:

• Adam Sam (Monok)

• Ross Turner (Arria)

• Robert Weißgraeber (Ax Semantics)

• Michelle Zhou (Juji)

iii



INLG would not have been possible without the generous financial support we received from our
sponsors:

• ADAPT Centre

• Arria NLG

• Ax Semantics

• Google

• Hugging Face

We would also like to thank Abbey Conference Management for their hard work on delivering INLG
2021 online. Finally would also like to extend our gratitude to all speakers, (area) chairs and reviewers
for their excellent work.

Anya Belz
Angela Fan
Ehud Reiter
Yaji Sripada

INLG 2021 Programme Chairs
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15:40–16:40 Poster Session 3

Biomedical Data-to-Text Generation via Fine-Tuning Transformers
Ruslan Yermakov, Nicholas Drago and Angelo Ziletti

Decoding, Fast and Slow: A Case Study on Balancing Trade-Offs in Incremental,
Character-level Pragmatic Reasoning
Sina Zarrieß, Hendrik Buschmeier, Ting Han and Simeon Schüz

GraphPlan: Story Generation by Planning with Event Graph
Hong Chen, Raphael Shu, Hiroya Takamura and Hideki Nakayama

BERT-based distractor generation for Swedish reading comprehension questions
using a small-scale dataset
Dmytro Kalpakchi and Johan Boye

Exploring Structural Encoding for Data-to-Text Generation
Joy Mahapatra and Utpal Garain

Attention Is Indeed All You Need: Semantically Attention-Guided Decoding for
Data-to-Text NLG
Juraj Juraska and Marilyn Walker

Closing Plenary

17:00–17:50 Invited Talk: Health Counseling Dialogue Systems: Promise and Peril
Tim Bickmore (Northeastern University)

17:50–18:00 Closing Remarks
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Friday, 24 September 2021

Excursion to Dunottar Castle
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