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Introduction
Holocaust testimonies serve as a bridge between people today and history’s darkest chapters,
providing a connection to profound experiences of survivors. Testimonies stand as the primary
source of information that describe the Holocaust, offering first-hand accounts and personal
narratives of those who experienced it. The majority of testimonies are captured in an oral
format, as survivors vividly explain and share their personal experiences and observations from
that time period.

The creation of accessible, comprehensive, and well-annotated Holocaust testimony collections
is of paramount importance to our society. However, transforming Holocaust testimonies into
a machine-processable digital format and publishing according to the standards and best
practices of spoken and oral corpora can be a difficult task. At the same time these collections
empower researchers and historians to validate the accuracy of socially and historically
significant information, enabling them to share critical insights and trends derived from these
data.

This workshop aimed to investigate how language technologies and, in particular, techniques
and tools from natural language processing and corpus linguistics can greatly contribute to the
exploration, analysis, dissemination and preservation of Holocaust testimonies.

The workshop was open to diverse communities and disciplines. The archivists who curate
and digitize archives, producing digital editions that may also be enriched with various levels
of annotation and structured knowledge; the NLP experts who process and in some case
also make use of testimonies to develop specialised language models for speech and text
processing; and finally historians who analyse the digital archives, via interfaces or using
advanced text mining techniques, to discover new insights, or, for example, to retrace the
biographical trajectories of witnesses.

The accepted papers touch upon all the aforementioned topics. Del Grosso et al and Beniere
present two cases of publication of digital editions making use of the TEI standard, while
Dermentzi et al show how the same manually curated editions can be used to train NLP models
(in this case for NER). Flinz and Leonardi turn their attention in particular to the treatment of dates
and places, while Liu and Mattingly (in a paper presented at the conference but not published
in these proceedings) show how a typology of places can be extracted using NLP techniques.
Draxler et al illustrate how the use of speech technologies can facilitate the curation of oral
history materials, while Ifergan et al show how narratives can be analysed with the use of topic
modelling. Vitali and Brazzo show how structured knowledge can be used to identify deportation
trajectories, while, finally, Wagner et al show how these trajectories can also be extracted
automatically in a structured format, and then visualised, interrogating a Large Language Model
with a zero shot approach.

All these contributions illustrate well how techniques and best practices from the NLP and
Language Resources and Technology domains are now mature enough to be relatively easily
applied to Holocaust testimonies and readily applied to enlighten new aspects and dimensions
of research. At the same time these testimonies can be language resources of great value,
providing language technologists with a testbeds for domain adaptation of existing models and
applications. The workshop was sparked by a collaboration between CLARIN, the Language
Resources and Technology Iinfrastructure, and EHRI, the European Holocaust Research
infrastructure. This is the third in an ongoing series of collaborative workshop, following on
from earlier ones held at King’s College London in 2023 (Making Holocaust Oral Testimonies
More Usable as Research Data) and Charles University Prague in 2024 (Natural Language
Processing Meets Holocaust Archives), and the first to take place attached to a conference
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devoted to NLP or language resources and tools.

Two keynote speakers were invited by the two infrastructures, Michal Frankl, coordinator of EHRI
in the Czech Republic, highlighted in his talk the requirements of historians in terms of digital
resources, while Silvia Calamai, member of the CLARIN-IT national consortium and one of the
coordinators of the CLARIN funded Voices from Ravensbruck project showed how holocaust
testimonies can be considered as important language resources also for language studies, in
particular for their value as multilingual corpora documenting very interesting sociolinguistic and
variety aspects.
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