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Introduction

Universal Dependencies (UD) is a framework for cross-linguistically consistent treebank annotation that
has so far been applied to over 150 languages. With the goal of enabling both comparative linguistic
studies and multilingual natural language processing, the framework aims to capture similarities as well
as idiosyncrasies among different languages. Since the first UD workshop in 2017 in Gothenburg, the
UD workshops brings together researchers working on UD to reflect on the theory and practice of UD,
its use in research and development, and its future goals and challenges. This year’s workshop, 8th
Workshop on Universal Dependencies (UDW 2025) is held as a part of SyntaxFest 2025 in Ljubljana,
Slovenia, which brought together five related but independent events:

• 18th International Conference on Parsing Technologies (IWPT 2025)

• 8th Universal Dependencies Workshop (UDW 2025)

• 8th International Conference on Dependency Linguistics (DepLing 2025)

• 23rd Workshop on Treebanks and Linguistic Theories (TLT 2025)

• 3rd Workshop on Quantitative Syntax (QUASY 2025)

In addition, a pre-conference workshop organized by the COST Action CA21167 – Universality, Diversi-
ty and Idiosyncrasy in Language Technology (UniDive) was held prior to the main event, with dedicated
sessions on the 1st UniDive Shared Task on Morphosyntactic Parsing and the 2nd Workshop on Universal
Dependencies for Turkic Languages.
SyntaxFest 2025 continues the tradition of SyntaxFest 2019 (Paris, France), SyntaxFest 2021 (Sofia,
Bulgaria), and GURT/SyntaxFest 2023 (Washington DC, USA) in bringing together multiple events that
share a common interest in using corpora and treebanks for empirically validating syntactic theories,
studying syntax from quantitative and theoretical points of view, and training machine learning models
for natural language processing. Much of this research is increasingly multilingual and cross-lingual and
requires continued systematic analysis from various theoretical, applied, and practical perspectives. By
co-locating these workshops under a shared umbrella, SyntaxFest fosters dialogue between overlapping
research communities and supports innovation at the intersection of linguistics and language technology.
As in previous editions, all five workshops at SyntaxFest 2025 shared a common submission and re-
viewing process, with a unified timeline, identical submission formats, and a shared program committee.
During submission, authors could indicate one or more preferred venues, but the final assignment of
papers was determined by the collective program chairs, composed of the individual workshop chairs,
based on thematic alignment. All accepted submissions were peer-reviewed by at least three reviewers
from the shared program committee.
In total, SyntaxFest 2025 received 94 submissions, of which 73 (78%) were accepted for presentation.
The final program included a total of 47 long papers, 21 short papers, and 5 non-archival contributions,
distributed across the five workshops: 5 papers were presented at IWPT (2 long, 3 short); 20 at UDW
(14 long, 5 short, 1 non-archival); 16 at DepLing (12 long, 2 short, 2 non-archival); 18 at TLT (10 long,
7 short, 1 non-archival); and 14 at QUASY (9 long, 4 short, 1 non-archival).
Our sincere thanks go to everyone who made this event possible. We thank all authors for their sub-
missions and the reviewers for their time and thoughtful feedback, which contributed to a diverse and
high-quality program. Special thanks go to the local organizing team at the University of Ljubljana and
the Slovene Language Technologies Society for hosting the event, and to the sponsors for their gene-
rous support. Finally, we gratefully acknowledge ACL SIGPARSE for endorsing the event and the ACL
Anthology for publishing the proceedings.

Kenji Sagae, Stephan Oepen (IWPT 2025 Chairs)
Gosse Bomma, Çağrı Çöltekin (UDW 2025 Chairs)
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Çağrı Çöltekin, University of Tuebingen
Daniel Dakota, Leidos
Stefania Degaetano-Ortlieb, Universität des Saarlandes
Kaja Dobrovoljc, University of Ljubljana
Jakub Dotlacil, Utrecht University
Gülşen Eryiğit, Istanbul Technical University
Kilian Evang, Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf
Pegah Faghiri, CNRS
Ramon Ferrer-i-Cancho, Universidad Politécnica de Cataluna
Marcos Garcia, Universidade de Santiago de Compostela
Kim Gerdes, Université Paris-Saclay
Loı̈c Grobol, Université Paris Nanterre
Bruno Guillaume, INRIA
Carlos Gómez-Rodríguez, Universidade da Coruña
Eva Hajicova, Charles University
Dag Trygve Truslew Haug, University of Oslo
Santiago Herrera, University of Paris Nanterre
Richard Hudson, University College London
Maarten Janssen, Charles University Prague
Jingyang Jiang, Zhejiang University
Mayank Jobanputra, Universität des Saarlandes
Sylvain Kahane, Université Paris Nanterre
Václava Kettnerová, Charles University Prague
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Kateřina Rysová, University of South Bohemia
Magdaléna Rysová, Charles University Prague
Tanja Samardzic, University of Zurich
Giuseppe Samo, Beijing Language and Culture University
Haruko Sanada, Rissho University
Nathan Schneider, Georgetown University
Djamé Seddah, Sorbonne University
Anastasia Shimorina, Orange
Maria Simi, University of Pisa
Achim Stein, University of Stuttgart
Daniel G. Swanson, Indiana University
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Keynote
Typologically informed NLP evaluation

Miryam de Lhoneux
KU Leuven, Belgium

Abstract: NLP has a long history of focusing mainly on English. While increasing efforts are being ma-
de towards making language technology more multilingual, English remains the language on which NLP
technology is developed first, and applied to other languages next, which inevitably leads to degraded
performance compared to English. This talk is about reversing this trend and putting multilinguality at
the core of NLP, rather than at the periphery. I describe how typology can inform NLP evaluation, using
our recently proposed language sampling framework. A strong limitation of the approach is the state of
multilingual datasets, which tend to lack coverage, be machine-translated or have questionable quality.
UD is an exception, and I emphasize the role it can play in establishing best practices in multilingual
NLP evaluation.

Bio: Miryam de Lhoneux is an assistant professor in the department of Computer Science at KU Leuven
in Belgium, researching and teaching Natural Language Processing. She heads the LAGoM NLP lab
where the focus is on multilingual and interpretable models. Previously, she was a postdoc at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen in Denmark. She has a PhD from Uppsala University, Sweden, an MSc in Artificial
Intelligence from the University of Edinburgh, UK, and a BA and MA in languages and literatures from
UCLouvain, Belgium.
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Non-Archival Abstract

MultiBLiMP 1.0: A Massively Multilingual Benchmark of Linguistic Minimal Pairs
Jaap Jumelet1, Leonie Weissweiler2 and Arianna Bisazza1

1University of Groningen
2University of Texas at Austin

We introduce MultiBLiMP 1.0, a massively multilingual benchmark of linguistic minimal pairs, covering
101 languages, 6 linguistic phenomena and containing more than 125,000 minimal pairs. Our minimal
pairs are created using a fully automated pipeline, leveraging the large-scale linguistic resources of Uni-
versal Dependencies and UniMorph. MultiBLiMP evaluates abilities of LLMs at an unprecedented mul-
tilingual scale, and highlights the shortcomings of the current state-of-the-art in modelling low-resource
languages.
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