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Introduction

Digital technologies have brought significant benefits to society, transforming how people connect, com-
municate, and interact. However, these same technologies have also enabled the dissemination and am-
plification of abusive and harmful content, such as hate speech, harassment, and misinformation. Given
the increased volume of content shared online, addressing abuse and harm at scale requires the use of
computational tools. Nevertheless, detecting and moderating online abuse remains a complex task, whi-
ch encompasses technical, social, legal, and ethical challenges. The Workshop on Online Abuse and
Harms (WOAR) is the leading venue dedicated to addressing these challenges through interdisciplinary
research and dialogue.

WOAH invites contributions from a broad range of fields, including natural language processing, ma-
chine learning, computational social science, law, political science, psychology, sociology, and cultural
studies. We explicitly encourage interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral submissions, including both techni-
cal and non-technical work, as well as research focusing on under-resourced languages and marginalized
communities. We also provide space for non-archival submissions and reports from civil society organi-
zations to foster collaboration between academic researchers and practitioners working on the front lines
of these issues.

The 9th edition of WOAH will take place on August 1st, 2025, as part of ACL 2025 in Vienna, Austria.
The special theme for this edition is Harms Beyond Hate Speech. With this theme, we aim to broaden
the conversation around online harms by exploring the complex and often overlooked ways in which
harm is mediated through technology. This includes forms of technologically mediated inauthentic beha-
vior, the role of digital systems in reshaping perceptions and influencing public discourse, and the risks
these dynamics pose in inciting discrimination, hostility, violence, and even atrocities such as genocide.
Additionally, this theme highlights the diversity of affected targets, calling attention to the ethical and
methodological challenges that arise when developing computational interventions for such harms. We
particularly encouraged contributions addressing critical topics such as child sexual abuse material, ra-
dicalization, misinformation, platform policies, security, and the political implications of computational
approaches.

This year’s program features a selection of high-quality papers, presented through poster sessions and
lightning talks, alongside keynote presentations from distinguished researchers and practitioners in the
field. We are also introducing two award categories: Best Paper and Best Theme Paper. In total, we
received 72 archival and 15 non-archival submissions, of which we accepted 38 (53%) and 11 (73%),
respectively. These works will be showcased through poster sessions and lightning talks, facilitating both
in-person and online participation. The program also features keynote talks from Kate Sim (Children’s
Online Safety and Privacy Research), Cordelia Moore (independent trauma counsellor), and Francesco
Barbieri (Meta).

We thank all our participants and reviewers for their work, and our sponsors for their support. We hope
you enjoy this year’s WOAH and the research published in these proceedings. We hope that WOAH 2025
serves as a platform for productive discussions, meaningful collaborations, and continued progress in
addressing online abuse and harms.

Agostina, Christine, Debora, Flor, Zeerak, and Francielle
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