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Introduction

Digital technologies have brought significant benefits to society, transforming how people connect, com-
municate, and interact. However, these same technologies have also enabled the dissemination and am-
plification of abusive and harmful content, such as hate speech, harassment, and misinformation. Given
the increased volume of content shared online, addressing abuse and harm at scale requires the use of
computational tools. Nevertheless, detecting and moderating online abuse remains a complex task, whi-
ch encompasses technical, social, legal, and ethical challenges. The Workshop on Online Abuse and
Harms (WOAH) is the leading venue dedicated to addressing these challenges through interdisciplinary
research and dialogue.

WOAH invites contributions from a broad range of fields, including natural language processing, ma-
chine learning, computational social science, law, political science, psychology, sociology, and cultural
studies. We explicitly encourage interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral submissions, including both techni-
cal and non-technical work, as well as research focusing on under-resourced languages and marginalized
communities. We also provide space for non-archival submissions and reports from civil society organi-
zations to foster collaboration between academic researchers and practitioners working on the front lines
of these issues.

The 9th edition of WOAH will take place on August 1st, 2025, as part of ACL 2025 in Vienna, Austria.
The special theme for this edition is Harms Beyond Hate Speech. With this theme, we aim to broaden
the conversation around online harms by exploring the complex and often overlooked ways in which
harm is mediated through technology. This includes forms of technologically mediated inauthentic beha-
vior, the role of digital systems in reshaping perceptions and influencing public discourse, and the risks
these dynamics pose in inciting discrimination, hostility, violence, and even atrocities such as genocide.
Additionally, this theme highlights the diversity of affected targets, calling attention to the ethical and
methodological challenges that arise when developing computational interventions for such harms. We
particularly encouraged contributions addressing critical topics such as child sexual abuse material, ra-
dicalization, misinformation, platform policies, security, and the political implications of computational
approaches.

This year’s program features a selection of high-quality papers, presented through poster sessions and
lightning talks, alongside keynote presentations from distinguished researchers and practitioners in the
field. We are also introducing two award categories: Best Paper and Best Theme Paper. In total, we
received 72 archival and 15 non-archival submissions, of which we accepted 38 (53%) and 11 (73%),
respectively. These works will be showcased through poster sessions and lightning talks, facilitating both
in-person and online participation. The program also features keynote talks from Kate Sim (Children’s
Online Safety and Privacy Research), Cordelia Moore (independent trauma counsellor), and Francesco
Barbieri (Meta).

We thank all our participants and reviewers for their work, and our sponsors for their support. We hope
you enjoy this year’s WOAH and the research published in these proceedings. We hope that WOAH 2025
serves as a platform for productive discussions, meaningful collaborations, and continued progress in
addressing online abuse and harms.

Agostina, Christine, Debora, Flor, Zeerak, and Francielle
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Ricardo Muñoz Sánchez, Emilie Francis and Anna Lindahl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355

QGuard:Question-based Zero-shot Guard for Multi-modal LLM Safety
Taegyeong Lee, Jeonghwa Yoo, Hyoungseo Cho, Soo Yong Kim and Yunho Maeng . . . . . . . . 373

Who leads? Who follows? Temporal dynamics of political dogwhistles in Swedish online communities
Max Boholm, Gregor Rettenegger, Ellen Breitholtz, Robin Cooper, Elina Lindgren, Björn Rönnerstrand

and Asad Sayeed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383

Detecting Child Objectification on Social Media: Challenges in Language Modeling
Miriam Schirmer, Angelina Voggenreiter, Juergen Pfeffer and Agnes Horvat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396

Can Prompting LLMs Unlock Hate Speech Detection across Languages? A Zero-shot and Few-shot
Study

Faeze Ghorbanpour, Daryna Dementieva and Alexandar Fraser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413

Multilingual Analysis of Narrative Properties in Conspiracist vs Mainstream Telegram Channels
Katarina Laken, Matteo Melis, Sara Tonelli and Marcos Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426

x



Hate Explained: Evaluating NER-Enriched Text in Human and Machine Moderation of Hate Speech
Andres Carvallo, Marcelo Mendoza, Miguel Fernandez, Maximiliano Ojeda, Lilly Guevara, Die-

go Varela, Martin Borquez, Nicolas Buzeta and Felipe Ayala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 458

Personas with Attitudes: Controlling LLMs for Diverse Data Annotation
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Ricardo Muñoz Sánchez, Emilie Francis and Anna Lindahl

xiv



Friday, August 1, 2025 (continued)

(Civil Society Reports) - Monitoring Hate Speech in Indonesia: An NLP-based
Classification of Social Media Texts
Musa Wijanarko, Lucky Susanto, Prasetia Pratama, Derry Tanti Wijaya and Ika
Idris

Who leads? Who follows? Temporal dynamics of political dogwhistles in Swedish
online communities
Max Boholm, Gregor Rettenegger, Ellen Breitholtz, Robin Cooper, Elina Lind-
gren, Björn Rönnerstrand and Asad Sayeed

(Non-Archival Submission) A Multi-Labeled Dataset for Indonesian Discourse:
Examining Toxicity, Polarization, and Demographics Information
Lucky Susanto, Musa Wijanarko, Prasetia Pratama, Zilu Tang, Fariz Akyas, Traci
Hong, Ika Idris, Alham Fikri Aji and Derry Tanti Wijaya

Detecting Child Objectification on Social Media: Challenges in Language Mo-
deling
Miriam Schirmer, Angelina Voggenreiter, Juergen Pfeffer and Agnes Horvat

Can Prompting LLMs Unlock Hate Speech Detection across Languages? A Zero-
shot and Few-shot Study
Faeze Ghorbanpour, Daryna Dementieva and Alexandar Fraser

Alignment by Disagreement? Toward Investigating LLMs’ Adaptation to Personal
and Sociodemographic Variability in the Perception of Toxicity
Pia Pachinger, Anna Maria Planitzer, Julia Neidhardt, Allan Hanbury and Sophie
Lecheler

Multilingual Analysis of Narrative Properties in Conspiracist vs Mainstream Te-
legram Channels
Katarina Laken, Matteo Melis, Sara Tonelli and Marcos Garcia

Hate Explained: Evaluating NER-Enriched Text in Human and Machine Mode-
ration of Hate Speech
Andres Carvallo, Marcelo Mendoza, Miguel Fernandez, Maximiliano Ojeda, Lil-
ly Guevara, Diego Varela, Martin Borquez, Nicolas Buzeta and Felipe Ayala

Personas with Attitudes: Controlling LLMs for Diverse Data Annotation
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Taegyeong Lee, Jeonghwa Yoo, Hyoungseo Cho, Soo Yong Kim and Yunho
Maeng

Anti-Phishing Layered Prompting (ALP): A Structured Few-Shot Approach to En-
hance Webpage Phishing Detection
Atharva Bhargude, Ishan Gonehal, Chandler Haney, Dave Yoon, Kaustubh Vinn
and Kevin Zhu

Red-Teaming for Uncovering Societal Bias in Large Language Models
Chu Fei Luo, Ahmad Ghawanmeh, Kashyap Coimbatore Murali, Bhimshetty
Bharat Kumar, Murli Jadhav, Xiaodan Zhu and Faiza Khan Khattak

15:40 - 16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 - 17:00 Panel Discussion
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Friday, August 1, 2025 (continued)

17:00 - 17:10 Closing Remarks
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