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Preface

These proceedings include the 13 papers presented at the Ninth Workshop on NLP for Similar Languages,
Varieties and Dialects (VarDial), co-located with the 29th International Conference on Computational
Linguistics (COLING). Both COLING and VarDial were held in Gyeongju, South Korea, in a hybrid
format, allowing all participants to either be present on-site or join virtually.

VarDial has now reached its ninth edition and continues serving the community as the main venue
for researchers interested in the computational processing of diatopic language variation. The papers
accepted this year address a wide range of NLP tasks such as corpus building, part-of-speech tagging
and machine translation, but also address more theoretical questions related to micro-scale variation,
cognate detection, mutual intelligibility and dialectometry. We are happy to see such a diverse set of
research papers advancing the state of the art of NLP for dialects, low-resource languages, and language
varieties.

As in previous years, the evaluation campaign continues to be an essential part of the VarDial
workshop. This year, three shared tasks were proposed: Identification of Languages and Dialects
of Italy (ITDI), French Cross-Domain Dialect Identification (FDI), and Dialectal Extractive Question
Answering (DialQA). All three tasks address important issues in dialect and language identification.
This volume includes five system description papers prepared by the participating teams, as well as a
report summarizing the results and findings of the evaluation campaign.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank the shared task organizers and the participants of
the evaluation campaign for their hard work. We further thank our amazing VarDial program committee
members for their thorough reviews. They have been a very important part of the workshop’s success in
the past years.

The VarDial workshop organizers:

Yves Scherrer, Tommi Jauhiainen, Nikola Ljubesi¢, Preslav Nakov, Jorg Tiedemann, and Marcos
Zampieri

http://sites.google.com/view/vardial-2022/
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