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Machine Translation example

 Machine Translation:
 The present invention 

relates to a fastening of a 
veliplanchist (4) 
comprising a hook (30) 
and a carrying rope (5), 
IE carrying rope (5) 
being suited has to be 
connects has an arch of 
operation (6) of a sail (2) 
of board has veil so as to 
form a loop related to the 
hook (30). 

 Human translation:
 The present invention 

relates to a securing 
device for a sailboarder 
(4) comprising a hook 
(30) and a bearer line (5), 
the bearer line (5) being 
able to be connected to a 
boom (6) used to control 
a sail (2) of a sailboard in 
such a way as to form a 
loop connected to the 
hook (30). 

(Translated from original French text)(Translated from original French text)
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WIPO HEADQUARTERSWIPO HEADQUARTERS
GENEVA, SWITZERLANDGENEVA, SWITZERLAND
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Historical Review of WIPOHistorical Review of WIPO

 18831883 Paris Convention Paris Convention (Industrial Property)(Industrial Property)  
 18861886 Berne Convention Berne Convention (Literary and Artistic (Literary and Artistic 

Works)Works)
 18931893 BIRPI (BIRPI (United International Bureaux for theUnited International Bureaux for the  

Protection of Intellectual PropertyProtection of Intellectual Property))
 19601960 BIRPI moved from Berne to GenevaBIRPI moved from Berne to Geneva
 19671967 WIPO Convention – BIRPI became WIPOWIPO Convention – BIRPI became WIPO
 19741974 WIPO became a specialized agency of the UNWIPO became a specialized agency of the UN
 19961996 Cooperation agreement WIPO/WTOCooperation agreement WIPO/WTO
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World Intellectual Property Organization 

Dedicated to:

 Developing an intellectual property (IP) system;

 Rewarding creativity;

 Stimulating innovation;

 Contributing to economic development while 
safeguarding the public interest.

 184 current member States.
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Core Tasks of WIPO

 Developing international IP laws and standards;

 Delivering global IP protection services;

 Encouraging the use of IP for economic development;

 Promoting better understanding of IP;

 Providing a forum for debate.
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Overview of WIPO’s translation activities

Conference material and WIPO and UPOV 
documents

Trademarks

 IPC

PCT
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International Patent Classification (IPC)

 Section A Human necessities
 Section B Performing operations;  Transporting 
 Section C Chemistry;  Metallurgy 
 Section D Textiles;  Paper 
 Section E Fixed constructions
 Section F Mechanical engineering;  Lighting;  Heating;  

Weapons;  Blasting
 Section G Physics
 Section H Electricity
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International Patent Classification

WIPO prepares translations into French of the 
IPC texts

 Synchronization with the English version
Tools furnished to national Offices to assist in 

the translation of  the IPC into other languages:
• Navigation (inside the IPC)
• Visualization (of texts to be translated)
• Workflow tools 
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PCT Building – Geneva, SwitzerlandPCT Building – Geneva, Switzerland
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The Patent Cooperation Treaty 

An international treaty, administered by the 
International Bureau of WIPO, at the center of:

An international legal framework
An international system of offices and 

organizations
A patent application system, not of granting 

patents
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Progression of the PCT

 Treaty concluded in June 1970

 Operations started in June 1978 18 Contracting States
500 international applications

 By end 2004 More than one million application files

 In 2005 128 Contracting States
134,000 international applications

 In 2006 133 Contracting States
147,500 international applications

 September 2007 137 Contracting States

 Over 157,000 international applications expected to be processed for 2007
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137 PCT Contracting States 
(as of 1 September 2007)
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PCT Procedural Steps 

 The PCT System provides for:

 An international phase comprising:

 Filing of an international application

 International Search and a written opinion of the ISA

 International publication

 International preliminary examination

 A national/regional phase before designated Offices

 Decision of granting patents:  exclusively by national or regional 
Offices in the national phase
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PCT Translation Management

System designed to help organize and 
control all translation assignments 
in-house and outsourced workflows
quality control and assurance
training and staff profiling
translation-related IT resources (e-dossier)
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PCT Translation and Outsourcing
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PCT Electronic Publication and Translation
(Rules 43bis.1, 72 and 73.2 (b)(ii))

Bilingual (English & French) weekly 
electronic PCT Gazette available on 
publication date

Abstracts – published in French and 
English in weekly electronic Gazette

 Patentability Reports
ISRs – translated into English and published
WOSAs and IPRP II – translated into English
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The number of PCT international applications filed in 2006The number of PCT international applications filed in 2006
grew by 7.9% compared to the previous year, to a total of 147,500 grew by 7.9% compared to the previous year, to a total of 147,500 
applications. applications. 

The most significant growth has come from North East Asian The most significant growth has come from North East Asian 
countries, namely China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, which countries, namely China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, which 
now account for 25% of applications filed.now account for 25% of applications filed.

In 2006, 23% of the international applications published wereIn 2006, 23% of the international applications published were
classified in three technical fields: classified in three technical fields: 

TelecommunicationsTelecommunications
Pharmaceuticals and cosmetics and Pharmaceuticals and cosmetics and 
Information technology. Information technology. 

International patent applications published in the field of International patent applications published in the field of 
semiconductors saw an increase of 28%, making this the fastest semiconductors saw an increase of 28%, making this the fastest 
growing technical field in 2006.growing technical field in 2006.

HighlightsHighlights
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What is                                   ?What is                                   ?

PatentScope is
Access to WIPO’s Patent and PCT resources in one 

place
Access to the technical information contained in more 

than 1.3 million international patent applications
The platform for online electronic publication of PCT 

international applications
More information on emerging issues, patent data, 

patent information and statistics
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PatentScope Search 

 PatentScope Search gives 
access to the complete 
collection of published PCT 
international applications 
(more than 1.3 million)

 Extremely flexible search 
using:

 Unlimited keywords
 Boolean operators (AND, OR)
 Field codes (applicant name, 

publication date, etc)
 Full text search
 Available in English & French
 Highlighting of search 

keywords
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PatentScope Graphics 

1. Enter any  search criteria 2. Click on the Graphics icon
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PatentScope Graphics 
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Bibliographic and Status Information 
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Documents

Access to published 
documents (official 
electronic publication) 
and file contents in 
one place.

Choice of formats 
(PDF, TIFF, XML)
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Search example 

A researcher/analyst wants to know more 
about patent applications from Intel 
Corporation, and to know who their closest 
competitors are.
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PatentScope 
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PatentScope Graphics:

Intel is filing mainly in technical fields G06F, H04L and H01N 
(Computer technologies and telecommunications)

The company has significantly increase PCT filings in recent years
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Search for 
semiconductor 
patent applications 
that are NOT from 
Intel
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Future PlansFuture Plans 

More data and documents online
Patent landscapes

e.g. studies on textiles, food crops, vaccines, ...
Language tools

translation tools
multi-lingual search

More statistics
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PCT Terminology Management

Handling terminological resources for 
specific purposes

Establishing repertories for maintaining 
terminology databases

Solving translation predicaments by 
finding multilingual equivalents
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PCT Terminology Procedures

 Identify and extract multilingual terminology from translation 
assignments

 Compile term records

 Share terminology database

within the Organization
with external partners and customers

 Facilitate terminology workflow
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PCT Terminology record in 8 languages
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Languages only layout
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Source-target layout
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Collaborative model

IB

accredited partners

external contributors
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Accredited Partners 

Governmental, public and private institutions

Ongoing relationship with WIPO based on 
simple cooperation agreements

Objective
Supplement terminology needs in languages that 

require expertise, e.g. Arabic
Acquire validation support
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Outlook for the future

Translation Memory Management

Challenges:
 Facing an increase in workload
 More publication languages
  Human-assisted machine translation?
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6,574,666,417225.0 %17.8 %1,173,109,925 100.0 %WORLD TOTAL

1,415,478,651440.3 %12.4 %175,474,78315.0 %Rest of World Languages

5,159,187,766203.7 %19.3 %997,635,14285.0 %TOP TEN LANGUAGES

340,548,157940.5 %8.5 %28,782,3002.5 %Arabic

59,546,696138.5 %52.9 %31,481,928 2.7 %Italian

74,811,36879.2 %45.6 %34,120,0002.9 %Korean

234,099,347524.7 %20.2 %47,326,7604.0 %Portuguese

96,488,326112.9 %61.1 %58,981,5925.0 %German

387,820,873385.4 %15.3 %59,207,849 5.0 %French

128,646,34583.3 %67.1 %86,300,0007.4 %Japanese

442,525,601311.4 %22.9 %101,539,2048.7 %Spanish

1,351,737,925469.6 %13.6 %184,001,51315.7 %Chinese

2,042,963,129157.7 %17.9 %365,893,99631.2 %English

2007 Estimated
World Population
for the Language

Language Growth
in Internet
( 2000 - 2007 )

Internet
Penetration

by Language

Internet Users
by Language

% of all
Internet Users

TOP TEN LANGUAGES
IN THE INTERNET

Top Ten Languages Used in the WebTop Ten Languages Used in the Web
(Number of Internet Users by Language(Number of Internet Users by Language)

Source: http://www.internetworldstats.com/ (data updated June 30, 2007)
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Get in touch with us
PCT Terminology and Translation Section

pct_terminology@wipo.int
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“THE PATENT SYSTEM ADDED
THE FUEL OF INTEREST TO

THE FIRE OF GENIUS”

Abraham Lincoln

Take-home message


