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Welcome

John Kuhlmann Madsen
D ean  o f  th e  F acu lty  o f  H um an ities , U n iv ersity  o f  C o p en h ag en  

L ad ies  and  gen tlem en , d ear co lleagues,

I h av e  b een  told th a t th is  is th e  seco n d  tim e y o u  have h o n o u red  o u r  F acu lty  w ith  a N o d a lid a  
m eeting . T he first one to o k  p lace  in  th e  n o w  -  co m p u ta tio n a lly  sp eak in g , i f  y o u  a llow  m e -  
a lm o st p reh isto ric  y ear o f  1979.

P e rm it m e  to  take som e m in u tes  o f  y o u r p rec ious tim e to  ta lk  ab o u t language  stud ies in  ra ther 
genera l term s.

T h e  sev en ties  w ere  th e  h ey d ay  o f  m ass iv e  s tuden t in te rest in  fo rm al lin gu istics. In  la ter years w e 
d isco v ered  a  ra ther d is tu rb in g  m o v em en t aw ay fro m  the  fo rm al asp ec ts  o f  language study, m ore 
o r le ss co rrespond ing  to  th e  ex o d u s fro m  the m aths and p h ysics d ep artm en ts. A  coup le  o f  years 
ago  w e  m ade  a sm all su rvey  o f  th e  m o d e m  language departm en ts, fo cu s in g  on  the  them es o f  the  
m in o r  th eses , (w h ich  are  co m p u lso ry  fo r o b ta in ing  th e  M A  degree). I t w as shock ing  fo r m e to  
learn  th a t in  tw o consecu tive  acad em ic  years there  w as no  m in o r th e sis  on  theo re tica l aspects o f  
g ram m ar, phono logy , o r sem an tics, in  E ng lish , F rench , G erm an , o r S pan ish . T he closest w e g o t 
to  lin g u is tic s  in  language s tu d ies  w ere  the  essays on  soc io lo g ica l aspects  o f  som e speech  
co m m u n ity  in  som e d is tan t reg io n a l areas, and  th e  like. W e can  d e tec t the  sam e tendency  w hen  
ap p lican ts  m ake th e ir firs t cho ice : firs t in  line  w e have  p sy ch o lo g y , genera l literatu re, film  and  
m e d ia  stud ies, h is to ry  o f  art, p h ilo so p h y , thea tre  stud ies, and  h is to ry . I am  sure yo u  g e t the  
o v era ll p ic tu re: th e  m a in  in te rest lies  w ith in  h erm en eu tics  and  aesth e tics. A ccord ing  to  fe llow  
d ean s  from  o th e r a rts  and  h u m an ities  facu lties  th e  resu lts  o f  o u r su rv ey  are n o t excep tional. W e 
are  fac ing  a  s im ilar tren d  in  th e  n in e ties . T h e  w ay I see it, w e are ta lk in g  ab o u t a  tren d  tha t m u st 
b e  ha lted ; no t to  save o u r lan g u ag e  an d  lingu istics  departm en ts, b u t s im p ly  because th e  sm all 
N o rd ic  coun tries can n o t do w ith o u t to p -lev e l language education . W e like to  th in k  tha t w e speak  
fo re ig n  languages be tte r th an  th e  fo re ig n ers  do. I m u st con fess th a t I am  n o t so  sure o f  the  
co rrec tn ess  o f  th is  op in ion . O n  th e  o th e r hand , y o u  n eed  n o t b e  a  fo rm al lin gu ist to  speak  a  
fo re ig n  language b eau tifu lly , bu t, i f  on ly  a  tiny  m in o rity  fee ls  a ttrac ted  by  th e  s tudy  o f  gram m ar, 
I fea r teach ers  w ill soon  ex p erien ce  so m e d ifficu lty  co rrec ting  th e ir p u p ils .

I fee l th a t in  p ro m o tin g  lin g u is tic  lan g u ag e  stud ies w e are m o v in g  up stream . I am  co n fid en t th a t 
it w ill be w orth  ou r w h ile . H o w ev er, w e  m u st b e  rea lis tic  in  o u r e ffo rts . S om e years ago  o u r 
M in is te r  o f  E d u ca tio n  tried  to  fo rce  stu d en ts  in  specific  d irec tions. H e  succeeded  on ly  in  causing  
sev ere  dam age to  m an y  su b jec t a reas, esp ec ia lly  w ith in  th e  h u m an ities  and , iron ically  enough, in  
th e ir  language  departm en ts. W e still su ffe r from  h is  p ecu lia r id eo logy . T h e  w ay  I see it, th e  
stu d y  o f  language m u st reg a in  its  a ttrac tio n  on  its o w n  te rm s. T h e  jo b s  are  the re , th e  teachers are 
-  s till -  there , b u t h o w  do  w e  a ttrac t s tuden ts  o th e r th a n  th o se  w ho  h av e  been  au  pairs?  T he 
u su a l tr ic k  is to  sit b ack  and  leav e  i t  to  th e  secondary  schoo l system . T h e  in te res t m u st be created  
in  seco n d ary  schoo l, b u t w hy  leav e  it all to  o thers. W hy do w e n o t co llab o ra te  w ith  th e  language
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teachers and  th e ir p rin c ip a ls  to  at least g a in  som e u n d ers tan d in g  o f  the  situ a tio n ?  F o r  o u r p a rt 
tha t is ex ac tly  w h a t w e  are  d o ing  now . In  m id  F eb ru ary  h ead m aste rs  fro m  th e  easte rn  p a rt o f  the  
coun try  w ill m ee t a t o u r  F acu lty  to  s ta rt a  d iscu ss io n  o n  h o w  w e  can  g e t to  u n d ers tan d  each  
o th e r’s needs. H o p efu lly , th a t m eeting  w ill lead  to  fu rth er m ee tin g s  o n  sp ec ific  sub jects, 
inc lud ing  lan g u ag e  an d  lingu istics.

L ast y ear w e n o ticed  an  in c reased  in te rest in  lin g u is tic s  am o n g  o u r app lican ts. H o p in g  fo r a  tu rn  
o f  th e  tid e  I lo o k  fo rw ard  to  w elco m in g  m an y  fu tu re  lin g u is ts  -  co m p u ta tio n a l o r  n o t -  a t o u r 
Faculty . I am  co n fid en t th a t y o u r w ork  -  h ere  and e lsew h ere  -- w ill be  in sp iring  b o th  fo r y o u r 
fe llow  spec ia lis ts  an d  fo r th e  s tudy  o f  language  in  genera l.

It's m y  p leasu re  to b id  y o u  w elcom e to  tw o  days o f  m u tu a l in sp ira tion .

T h an k  y o u
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Introduction

Bente Maegaard
P rogram m e ch air

T he N ord ic  con ference  o f  C om putational L in g u is tic s  (N o rd isk e  D atalingv istikdage, 
N O D A L ID A ) is a  b ian n u a l even t, d irected  to  th e  research ers, s tu d en ts  and  industrialists in  the  
fie ld  o f  com pu tational lin g u is tic s  as w ell as to  a ll in te rested  parties . M o st o f  the  p artic ipan ts  are 
fro m  the  N o rd ic  coun tries.

P apers w ere in v ited  from  all areas o f  co m pu tational lin g u is tics , inc lu d in g  b u t n o t res tric ted  to: 
m orpho log ical, syn tactic , sem an tic  and  tex tua l analysis  and  genera tion , speech  p rocessing , 
m ach ine
transla tion , com p u ta tio n al lex ico g rap h y  and  p ro cessin g  o f  m o n o lin g u a l o r  m u ltilin g u al tex t 
corpora.

T h e  p rog ram m e featu red  m an y  o f  th ese  w ith  a  specific  focus o n  co rp u s  re la ted  w ork , i.e. the 
c rea tio n  o f  co rpora, and th e ir  use  fo r d ifferen t pu rposes. R esearch  and  d ev elo p m en t concern ing  
co m pu ta tional lex ica  w as d iscu ssed  in  a coup le  o f  papers. A n o th er featu re  w o rth  m en tio n in g  is 
th a t several papers d iscu ssed  th e  use  o f  the  In terne t in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  com pu tational lingu istic  
applications: m ak ing  co rp o ra  ava ilab le  on the In terne t, m ak in g  educa tiona l softw are p ackages 
av a ilab le  o n  the  In te rn e t etc.

I w ish  to  th an k  w arm ly  th e  p ro g ram m e com m ittee  w ho  w ith  th e ir  ex p ertise  and  th e ir  read iness to  
p ro v id e  feedback  to  th e  au th o rs  and  to  m e v ery  fast, m ad e  it  p o ssib le  to  p ro v id e  a  v ery  
in te resting  p rog ram m e. T h e  p ro g ram m e com m ittee  co n sis ted  o f  K im m o K oskenn iem i, H elsink i, 
P e te r M olbæ k  H ansen , C o p en h ag en , T o rb jø rn  N o rd g ård , T ro n d h e im , an d  A n n a  S ågvall H ein , 
U ppsa la .

A  p an el d iscu ssio n  on  The N o rd ic  languages in  the In fo rm a tio n  S o c ie ty  - a  re sp o n sib ility  f o r  
co m p u ta tio n a l lin g u is tic s  a n d  co m p u ta tio n a l lingu is ts?  sh o w ed  th a t th e  in te rest fro m  pub lic  
fu n d in g  agencies in  su p p o rtin g  co m pu ta tional lingu is tics  h as  b een  an d  is d ifferen t in  the  various 
N o rd ic  countries. T h e  N o rd ic  C ouncil d iscussed  th e  lan g u ag e  issu e  last M ay , and  it w as 
suggested  th a t a  co o rd in a ted  ap p ro ach  b e  m ad e  to  the  N o rd ic  C o u n cil concern ing  th e  p ro tec tio n  
an d  re in fo rcem en t o f  th e  N o rd ic  languages w h ich  are T ess u s e d ’ o n  a  w o rld  basis.
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