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Preface

There are many pressing questions that need to be answered in the field of designing and parsing meaning
representations. First and foremost, does the field have an existential crisis in the face of the powerful
combination of distributed representations and deep neural networks that recently led to many advances
in the field or Natural Language Processing? In other words, will the distributed representations displace
the “traditional” symbolic meaning representations that have been in development for many decades?
If the answer is no, what are the areas where the symbolic meaning representation is most needed and
has an advantage over distributed representations? There are currently also different schools of thoughts
on how meaning should be represented. Can a consensus be forged on the key elements of meaning
representation that are most needed given our current understanding of the needs in natural language
applications? Regardless of the breadth of their use in natural language processing, how can meaning
representations help us to advance theoretical linguistic research?

The workshop intends to bring together researchers who are producers and consumers of meaning
representations and through their interaction gain a deeper understanding of the key elements of
meaning representations that are the most valuable to the NLP community. The workshop also
provides an opportunity for meaning representation researchers to critically examine existing meaning
representations with the goal of using their findings to inform the design of next-generation meaning
representations. A third goal of the workshop is to explore opportunities and identify challenges in
the design and use of meaning representations in multilingual settings. A final goal of the workshop
is to understand the relationship between distributed meaning representations trained on large data sets
using neural network models and the symbolic meaning representations that are carefully designed and
annotated by CL researchers and gain a deeper understanding of areas where each type of meaning
representation is the most effective.

We received 27 valid submissions, and accepted 10 papers for oral presentations and 12 for poster
presentations . The papers address topics ranging from meaning representation methodologies to issues
in meaning representation parsing, to the adaptation of meaning representations to specific applications
and domains, to cross-linguistic issues in meaning representation. We thank the authors and reviewers for
their contributions. In addition to the regular program, we also have three invited speakers, Omri Abend,
Alexander Koller, and Fei Liu, to speak on typologically informed meaning representation design, cross-
framework meaning representation parsing, and the application of meaning representations to abstractive
summarization. We look forward to a stimulating and exciting workshop in Florence.

Nianwen Xue, William Croft, Jan Hajič, Chu-Ren Huang, Stephan Oepen, Martha Palmer, James
Pustejovsky
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