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Introduction

Welcome to the first edition of the NLLP (Natural Legal Language Processing) Workshop, co-located
with the 2019 Annual Conference of the North American Chapter of the Association for Computational
Linguistics.

Many industries have embraced natural language processing (NLP) approaches, which have altered
healthcare, finance, education and other fields. The legal domain however remains largely
underrepresented in the NLP literature despite its enormous potential for generating interesting research
problems. Electronic tools are increasingly used for all types of legal tasks and that use is predicted to
grow sharply. By its very nature, the practice of law necessarily involves the analysis and interpretation
of language. The potential for NLP applications to provide benefit to practitioners of law and consumers
of legal services around the world is enormous.

We organized this workshop to bring together researchers and practitioners from around the world who
develop NLP techniques for legal documents. This is an exciting opportunity to expand the boundaries
of our field by identifying new problems and exploring new data as it interacts with the full inventory
of NLP and machine learning approaches. In this spirit, the Organizing and Program Committee was
assembled to include researchers from both academia and industry, from natural language processing
and legal backgrounds.

We were interested in five types of papers: (1) applications of NLP methods to legal tasks; (2)
experimental results using and adapting NLP methods in legal documents; (3) descriptions of new legal
tasks for NLP; (4) creation of curated and/or annotated resources; (5) descriptions of systems which use
NLP technologies for legal text. We also offered the option of submitting original unpublished research
as non-archival in order to accommodate publication of the work at a later date in a conference or journal.
These papers were reviewed following the same procedure as archival submissions.

We received 20 submissions and accepted 12 papers for an overall acceptance rate of 60 percent, all
being presented orally. Out of the 12 accepted papers, 6 are long papers, 3 are short papers and 3 are
original work submitted as non-archival. Half of the accepted papers have primarily industry authors.
Each paper was reviewed by 3 to 5 members of the Program Committee. The papers cover a range of
topics including bias in the judiciary, predictive methods for legal documents, building NLP tools to
process legal documents and system descriptions for processing contracts or dockets.

We thank our two invited speakers for accepting our invitation. Both speakers are legal scholars with an
interest in using artificial intelligence and natural language processing methods for legal analysis. We
hope their talks offer a fresh perspective for the attendees. Prof. Arthur Dyevre presents a talk titled:
‘Law as Data: The Promise and Challenges of Natural Language Processing for Legal Research’ and
Prof. Daniel M. Katz presents a talk titled: ‘NLP & Law {Past, Present + Future}’.

We thank everyone who expressed interest in the workshop, all authors of submitted papers, members
of the Program Committee who did an excellent job at reviewing papers given a short turnaround
time, everyone attending the workshop, NAACL HLT 2019 for hosting us and the local, workshop and
publication chairs for their support. We especially thank our sponsors – Bloomberg and Bloomberg Law
– for their contributions.

We are looking forward to meeting the authors and the other participants in the workshop in Minneapolis.

The NLLP Workshop organizers.

http://nllpw.org
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