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Preface

This volume contains papers from the 2nd Workshop on Clinical Natural Language Processing
(ClinicalNLP), held at NAACL 2019.

Clinical text offers unique challenges that differentiate it not only from open-domain data, but from other
types of text in the biomedical domain as well. Notably, clinical text contains a significant number of
abbreviations, medical terms, and other clinical jargon. Clinical narratives are characterized by non-
standard document structures that are often critical to overall understanding. Narrative provider notes
are designed to communicate with other experts while at the same time serving as a legal record. Finally,
clinical notes contain sensitive patient-specific information that raise privacy and security concerns
that present special challenges for natural language systems. This workshop focuses on the work that
develops methods to address the above challenges, with the goal to advance state-of-the-art in clinical
NLP.

This year, we received the total of 28 submissions, out of which 10 were accepted as oral presentations
and 10 as posters.
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