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Introduction

We are pleased to bring you the Proceedings of the 8th Workshop on Speech and Language Processing
for Assistive Technologies (SLPAT), held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, on June 7, 2019. This
workshop was intended to bring researchers from all areas of speech and language technology with a
common interest in making everyday life more accessible for people facing physical, cognitive, sensory,
emotional or developmental communication challenges. This workshop builds on seven previous such
workshops co-located with conferences such as ACL, NAACL, EMNLP and Interspeech. It provides an
opportunity for individuals from research communities, and the individuals with whom they are working,
to share research findings, and to discuss present and future challenges and the potential for collaboration
and progress.

While Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) is a particularly apt application area for
speech and natural language processing technologies, we purposefully made the scope of the workshop
broad enough to include assistive technologies (AT) as a whole, even those falling outside of AAC. Thus
we have aimed at broad inclusivity, which is also manifest in the diversity of our program committee.

We thank all the people who made this event possible including both the authors and the members of the
program committee.

Heidi Christensen, Kristy Hollingshead, Emily Prud’hommeaux, Frank Rudzicz, and Keith Vertanen
Co-organizers of SLPAT 2019
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