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Introduction

The Third Conference on Machine Translation (WMT 2018) took place on Wednesday, October 31 and
Thursday, November 1, 2018 in Brussels, Belgium, immediately preceding the Conference on Empirical
Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP 2018).

This is the third time WMT has been held as a conference. The first time WMT was held as a conference
was at ACL 2016 in Berlin, Germany, and the second time was at EMNLP 2017 in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Prior to being a conference, WMT was held 10 times as a workshop. WMT was held for
the first time at HLCT-NAACL 2006 in New York City, USA. In the following years the Workshop on
Statistical Machine Translation was held at ACL 2007 in Prague, Czech Republic, ACL 2008, Columbus,
Ohio, USA, EACL 2009 in Athens, Greece, ACL 2010 in Uppsala, Sweden, EMNLP 2011 in Edinburgh,
Scotland, NAACL 2012 in Montreal, Canada, ACL 2013 in Sofia, Bulgaria, ACL 2014 in Baltimore,
USA, and EMNLP 2015 in Lisbon, Portugal.

The focus of our conference is to bring together researchers from the area of machine translation and
invite selected research papers to be presented at the conference.

Prior to the conference, in addition to soliciting relevant papers for review and possible presentation,
we conducted 8 shared tasks. This consisted of three translation tasks: Machine Translation of News,
Biomedical Translation, and Multimodal Machine Translation, two evaluation tasks: Metrics and Quality
Estimation, as well as the Automatic Post-Editing and Parallel Corpus Filtering tasks. The Parallel
Corpus Filtering tasks was run at this year’s edition of WMT for the first time. As almost all machine
translation system require parallel corpora to train their models, the size and quality of available parallel
corpora has a substantial impact on machine translation quality. At the same, sizable, high-quality
parallel corpora are not available for many languages. This task addresses the important issue of how to
exploit noisy parallel corpora, which are available in much larger quantities and for a larger number of
languages.

The results of all shared tasks were announced at the conference, and these proceedings also include
overview papers for the shared tasks, summarizing the results, as well as providing information about the
data used and any procedures that were followed in conducting or scoring the tasks. In addition, there
are short papers from each participating team that describe their underlying system in greater detail.

Like in previous years, we have received a far larger number of submissions than we could accept for
presentation. WMT 2018 has received 84 full research paper submissions (not counting withdrawn
submissions). This is a record number of research paper submissions and more than double the number of
submissions of earlier editions of WMT. In total, WMT 2018 featured 27 full research paper presentations
(32% acceptance rate) and 82 shared task poster presentations.

We would like to thank the members of the Program Committee for their timely reviews. We also
would like to thank the participants of the shared task and all the other volunteers who helped with the
evaluations.

Ondfej Bojar, Rajen Chatterjee, Christian Federmann, Yvette Graham, Barry Haddow, Matthias Huck,
Antonio Jimeno Yepes, Philipp Koehn, Christof Monz, Matteo Negri, Aurélie Névéol, Mariana Neves,
Matt Post, Lucia Specia, Marco Turchi, Karin Verspoor, and Mark Fishel

Co-Organizers
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