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Introduction

Code-switching (CS) is the phenomenon by which multilingual speakers switch back and forth
between their common languages in written or spoken communication. CS is pervasive in informal
text communications such as news groups, tweets, blogs, and other social media of multilingual
communities. Such genres are increasingly being studied as rich sources of social, commercial and
political information. Apart from the informal genre challenge associated with such data within a single
language processing scenario, the CS phenomenon adds another significant layer of complexity to the
processing of the data. Efficiently and robustly processing CS data presents a new frontier for our
NLP algorithms on all levels. The goal of this workshop is to bring together researchers interested in
exploring these new frontiers, discussing state of the art research in CS, and identifying the next steps in
this fascinating research area.

The workshop program includes exciting papers discussing new approaches for CS data and the
development of linguistic resources needed to process and study CS. We received a total of 16 regular
workshop submissions of which we accepted 11 for publication, five of them as workshop talks and six
as posters.

Another component of the workshop is the First Shared Task on Named Entity Recognition (NER) of
CS Data. The shared task focused on social media and included two language pairs: Modern Standard
Arabic-Dialectal Arabic and English-Spanish. We had a total of 9 participants from which we received
8 submissions on English-Spanish and 6 submissions on Modern Standard Arabic-Dialectal Arabic.
We received papers from all these submissions. All shared task systems will be presented during the
workshop poster session and two of them will also present a talk. We would like to thank all authors
who submitted their contributions to this workshop and all shared task participants for taking on the
challenge of NER in code-switched data. We also thank the program committee members for their help
in providing meaningful reviews. Lastly, we thank the ACL 2018 organizers for the opportunity to put
together this workshop and Amazon for their generous sponsorship.

See you all in Melbourne, Australia at ACL 2018!

Workshop co-chairs,
Gustavo Aguilar
Fahad AlGhamdi
Victor Soto

Thamar Solorio
Mona Diab

Julia Hirschberg
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