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Introduction

We are excited to welcome you to this year’s SIGDIAL Conference, the 17th Annual Meeting of the
Special Interest Group on Discourse and Dialogue. We are pleased to hold the conference this year
in Los Angeles, USA, on September 13-15th, in close proximity to both INTERSPEECH 2016 and
YRRSDS 2016, the Young Researchers’ Roundtable on Spoken Dialog Systems.

The SIGDIAL conference remains positioned as a premier publication venue for research under the broad
umbrella of discourse and dialogue. This year, the program includes oral presentations, poster sessions,
and one demo session. SIGDIAL 2016 also hosts a special session entitled “The Future Directions
of Dialogue-Based Intelligent Personal Assistants”, organized by Yoichi Matsuyama and Alexandros
Papangelis.

We received 100 complete submissions this year, which included 65 long papers, 30 short papers and
5 demo descriptions—from a broad, international set of authors. Additionally, 5 papers were submitted
and then withdrawn. All papers received at least 3 reviews. We carefully considered both the numeric
ratings and the tenor of the comments, both as written in the reviews, and as submitted in the discussion
period, in making our selection for the program. Overall, the members of the Program Committee did an
excellent job in reviewing the submitted papers. We thank them for the important role their reviews have
played in selecting the accepted papers and for helping to maintain the high quality of the program. In
line with the SIGDIAL tradition, our aim has been to create a balanced program that accommodates as
many favorably rated papers as possible.

This year’s SIGDIAL conference runs 2.5 days as it did in 2015, with the special session being held on the
first day. Of the 65 long paper submissions: 19 were accepted as oral presentations and 15 were accepted
for poster presentations. Of the 30 short paper submissions, 7 were accepted for poster presentation, for
a total of 22 accepted posters. All 5 demonstration papers were accepted.

We enthusiastically thank the two keynote speakers, Susan Brennan (NSF/Stony Brook, USA) and Louis-
Philippe Morency (CMU, USA), for their inspiring talks on cognitive science and human communication
dynamics.

We offer our thanks to Pierre Lison, Mentoring Chair for SIGDIAL 2016, for his dedicated work on
coordinating the mentoring process. The goal of mentoring is to assist authors of papers that contain
important ideas but lack clarity. Mentors work with the authors to improve English language usage or
paper organization. This year, 3 of the accepted papers were mentored. We thank the Program Committee
members who served as mentors: Kristina Striegnitz, Helena Moniz and Stefan Ultes.

We extend special thanks to our Local co-Chairs, Ron Artstein and Alesia Gainer, and their team of
student volunteers. We know SIGDIAL 2016 would not have been possible without Ron and Alesia, who
invested so much effort in arranging the conference venue and accommodations, handling registration,
making banquet arrangements, and handling numerous other preparations for the conference. The student
volunteers for on-site assistance also deserve our appreciation.

Ethan Selfridge, Sponsorships Chair, has earned our appreciation for recruiting and liaising with our
conference sponsors, many of whom continue to contribute year after year. Sponsorships support
valuable aspects of the program, such as the invited speakers and conference banquet. In recognition of
this, we gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsors: (Platinum level) Microsoft Research, Xerox
and PARC, Intel, (Gold level) Facebook, (Silver level) Amazon Alexa, Interactions, Educational Testing
Service, Honda Research Institute, and Yahoo!. At the same time, we thank Priscilla Rasmussen at the
ACL for tirelessly handling the financial aspects of sponsorship for SIGDIAL 2016, and for securing our
ISBN.
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We also thank the SIGdial board, especially officers Amanda Stent, Jason Williams and Kristiina Jokinen
for their advice and support from beginning to end.

Finally, we thank all the authors of the papers in this volume, and all the conference participants for
making this stimulating event a valuable opportunity for growth in the research areas of discourse and
dialogue.

Raquel Ferndandez and Wolfgang Minker
General Co-Chairs

Giuseppe Carenini and Ryuichiro Higashinaka
Program Co-Chairs
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