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Introduction

Welcome to the SIGDIAL 2014 Conference, the 15th Annual Meeting of the Special Interest Group on
Discourse and Dialogue. The conference is held in Philadelphia, PA, USA on June 18-20th, jointly with
the 8th International Natural Language Generation (INLG) conference and immediately preceding the
52nd Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL).

SIGDIAL continues to serve as a publication venue for research that spans many aspects of discourse
and dialogue. This year, the program included oral presentation and poster sessions on discourse,
semantics, generation, situated and multi-modal dialogue, dialogue system control and evaluation,
models of dialogue and spoken discourse and speech processing technology in dialogue. SIGDIAL
2014 also hosted a special session on the Dialogue State Tracking Challenge (DSTC), organized by Matt
Henderson, Blaise Thomson and Jason Williams. The papers related to the challenge that appear in the
proceedings were submitted and reviewed as regular SIGDIAL papers. Papers not accepted through the
regular review process are not included in the proceedings, but were still invited to present posters in the
special session. This is the first year SIGDIAL has issued a general call for special sessions.

We received 67 submissions—43 long papers, 20 short papers and 4 demo descriptions—from all around
the world. All papers received 3 reviews. The members of the Program Committee did a superb job in
reviewing the submitted papers. We thank them for their advice in selecting the accepted papers and for
helping to maintain the high quality of the program. In line with the SIGDIAL tradition, our aim has
been to create a balanced program that could accommodate as many favorably rated papers as possible.

Of the 43 long paper submissions: 13 were accepted as long papers for oral presentation, 9 were accepted
as long papers for poster presentation. Of the 20 short paper submissions, 8 were accepted for poster
presentation, for a total of 17 posters. There were 4 demonstration papers accepted. 9 papers were
accepted for publication to appear in the DSTC Special Session (7 long and 2 short). This year’s
SIGDIAL conference runs 2.5 days as it did in 2013 with the special session being on the final half
day.

We particularly thank the two keynote speakers, Lillian Lee (Cornell University) and Steve Young
(Cambridge University) and for their contributions to research on discourse and dialogue systems.

We thank Svetlana Stoyanchev, Mentoring Chair for SIGDIAL 2014, for her dedicated work on
coordinating the mentoring process. The goal of mentoring is to assist authors of papers that contain
important ideas but lack clarity. Mentors work with the authors to improve English language usage or
paper organization. This year, 9 of the accepted papers were mentored. We thank the Program Committee
members who served as mentors: Timo Baumann, Giuseppe Di Fabbrizio, Jens Edlund, Annie Louis,
Vincent Ng, Antoine Raux, Kristina Striegnitz, Nigel Ward and Jason Williams.

We extend special thanks to Keelan Evanini, the local arrangements chair, and his team Heather
Blackman (administrative support) and Denise Maurer (event planning). SIGDIAL 2014 would not
have been possible without Keelan and his team, who invested much effort in arranging the hotel venue
and accommodation, handling registration, making banquet arrangements and handling numerous other
preparations for the conference. We also thank the student volunteers for on-site assistance.

We thank Giuseppe Di Fabbrizio, Sponsorships Chair, for recruiting and liaising with our conference
sponsors. The sponsorship program enables valuable aspects of the program, such as the invited speakers,
conference reception and dinner. We gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsors: Educational
Testing Service, Microsoft Research, Amazon.com, Yahoo! Labs, Honda Research Institute, Linguistic
Data Consortium, Mitsubishi Electric Research Laboratories, University of Pennsylvania Linguistics
Department, AT&T Labs Research, PARLANCE project and SENSEI project. We also thank Priscilla
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Rasmussen at the ACL for handling the financial aspects of sponsorship for SIGDIAL 2014.

We would also like to thank the INLG organizing committee, in particular Aoife Cahill and Margaret
Mitchell, for the smooth running of the joint INLG/SIGDIAL session.

We also thank the SIGdial board, especially officers Kristiina Jokinen, Amanda Stent and Jason Williams,
for their advice and support. Amanda’s guidance and direct help in all aspects of organization have been
most valuable. We thank Jason Williams and Barbara Di Eugenio for providing continuity and passing
on advice derived from their experience as program chairs for SIGDIAL 2013. We appreciate Jason’s
prompt and patient replies to all our questions.

Finally, we thank all the authors of the papers in this volume, and all the conference participants for
making this event such a great opportunity for new research in dialogue and discourse.

Kallirroi Georgila and Matthew Stone
General Co-Chairs

Helen Hastie and Ani Nenkova
Technical Program Co-Chairs
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