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Introduction

Welcome to the SIGDIAL 2013 Conference, the 14th Annual Meeting of the Special Interest Group
on Discourse and Dialogue. The conference is held in Metz, France, August 22-24, 2013, and is
co-located with the 14th Annual Conference of the International Speech Communication Association
(INTERSPEECH).

We received a record 115 submissions. Submissions were received from 24 different countries around
the world, including countries in Asia (24 submissions), Australia/New Zealand (2), Europe (49), North
America (37), and South America (3). Of the 115 submissions, 63 were long paper submissions, 35 short
paper submissions, and 17 demonstration submissions.

All papers received 3 reviews, and demonstrations 2 reviews. The members of the Program Committee
did a superb job in reviewing the submitted papers. We thank them for their advice in selecting the
accepted papers and for helping to maintain the high quality of the program. In line with the SIGDIAL
tradition, our aim has been to create a balanced program that could accommodate as many favorably
rated papers as possible. Of the 63 long paper submissions, 40 were accepted: 26 were accepted as long
papers for oral presentation, 5 were accepted as long papers for poster presentation, and 9 were accepted
as short papers for poster presentation. Of the 35 short paper submissions, 17 were accepted for poster
presentation, for a total of 31 posters. Of the 17 demonstration submissions, 14 were accepted. In light
of the record number of papers and demonstrations, this year SIGDIAL runs 2.5 days, rather than 2 days
as had been the convention for the past few meetings.

SIGDIAL continues to serve as a publication venue for research that spans many aspects of discourse and
dialogue. This year, the program contained oral presentation sessions and poster papers on discourse,
semantics, generation, situated and multi-modal dialogue, dialogue system control and evaluation,
models of dialogue and spoken discourse, speech processing technology in dialogue, and dialogue state
tracking, as well as on the SIGDIAL 2013 special theme on “Discourse and Dialogue in Social Media”.
SIGDIAL 2013 also hosted results from the “Dialogue State Tracking Challenge”, organized by Jason
D. Williams, Antoine Raux, Deepak Ramachandran, and Alan Black. Papers related to this challenge
were submitted and reviewed as normal SIGDIAL papers, with 9 being accepted.

We particularly thank the two keynote speakers for their contributions to research on discourse and dialog
systems: Bonnie Webber (University of Edinburgh) and Jerome Bellegarda (Apple Inc).

We thank Kallirroi Georgila, Mentoring Chair for SIGDIAL 2013. The goal of mentoring is to assist
authors of papers that contain innovative ideas to improve their quality regarding English language usage
or paper organization. This year, 7 of the accepted papers were mentored. We thank the Program
Committee members who volunteered to serve as mentors: Ron Artstein, Heriberto Cuayáhuitl, Kallirroi
Georgila, Andrei Popescu-Belis, Matthew Purver, Carolyn Penstein Rosé, and Amanda Stent.

We extend special thanks to Olivier Pietquin, the local arrangements chair, and his local arrangements
team of Calogero Bomba, Danièle Cebe, Jérémy Fix, Thérèse Fressengeas, Matthieu Geist, Sébastien
Van Luchène, Claudine Mercier, Nathalie Ruch, and Chantal Sabbagh. SIGDIAL 2013 would not
have been possible without Olivier, who worked tirelessly to handle a seemingly unending stream of
details for the local arrangements, from organizing the venue, handling registration, arranging student
accommodation, planning video recording, helping individual participants navigate public transport
in France, and more. We also thank the student volunteers for on-site assistance. Thanks to Casey
Kennington for preparing the USB drives with the proceedings.

We thank Amanda Stent, Sponsorships Chair, for recruiting and liaising with our conference sponsors.
The sponsorship program enables valuable aspects of the program, such as the invited speakers,
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conference reception and dinner, and best paper awards. We gratefully acknowledge the support of our
sponsors, including Amazon, Apple, AT&T, Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies (HITS), Honda
Research Institute (HRI), La Région Lorraine, Microsoft, Nuance, Samsung, and SUPELEC. We also
thank Priscilla Rasmussen at the ACL for handling the financial aspects of sponsorship for SIGDIAL
2013.

We gratefully acknowledge SoftConf for use of the START conference management system.

We also thank the SIGdial board, especially officers Tim Paek, Amanda Stent, and Kristiina Jokinen, for
their advice and support. In particular we thank Amanda Stent for providing continuity, as a program
chair for SIGDIAL 2012.

Finally, we thank all the authors of the papers in this volume, and all the conference participants for
making this event such a great opportunity for new research in dialogue and discourse.

Maxine Eskenazi and Michael Strube
General Co-Chairs

Barbara Di Eugenio and Jason D. Williams
Technical Program Co-Chairs

v





SIGDIAL 2013

General Co-Chairs:

Maxine Eskénazi, Carnegie Mellon University, USA
Michael Strube, Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies, Germany

Program Co-Chairs:

Barbara Di Eugenio, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
Jason D. Williams, Microsoft Research, USA

Local Chair:

Olivier Pietquin, SUPELEC, France

Mentoring Chair:

Kallirroi Georgila, University of Southern California Institute for Creative Technologies (ICT),
USA

Sponsorship Chair:

Amanda Stent, AT&T Labs - Research, USA

SIGdial Officers:

President: Amanda Stent, AT&T Labs - Research, USA
Vice President: Jason D. Williams, Microsoft Research, USA
Secretary/Treasurer: Kristiina Jokinen, University of Helsinki, Finland

Program Committee:

Hua Ai, 360i, USA
Jan Alexandersson, German Research Institute for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI GmbH), Germany
Ron Artstein, University of Southern California Institute for Creative Technologies (ICT), USA
Srinivas Bangalore, AT&T Labs - Research, USA
Timo Baumann, University of Hamburg, Germany
Luciana Benotti, Universidad Nacional de Cordoba, Argentina
Nate Blaylock, Nuance Communications, USA
Dan Bohus, Microsoft Research, USA
Johan Boye, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden
Kristy Boyer, North Carolina State University, USA
Harry Bunt, Tilburg University, The Netherlands
Sandra Carberry, University of Delaware, USA
Giuseppe Carenini, University of British Columbia, Canada
Christophe Cerisara, Loria, France
Joyce Chai, Michigan State University, USA
Jennifer Chu-Carroll, IBM T. J. Watson Research Center, USA
Mark Core, University of Southern California Institute for Creative Technologies (ICT), USA
Paul A. Crook, Microsoft, USA
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