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Introduction

Welcome to the NAACL/HLT 2012 Workshop on Evaluation Metrics and System Comparison for
Automatic Summarization. One of the goals of the workshop is to give a retrospective analysis
of evaluation methods employed at the Text Analysis Conferences (TAC) and its predecessor, the
Document Understanding Conferences (DUC). The other goal is to set plans for the future as we
introduce the new task of summarization of scientific articles.

We have planned two invited presentations. Dragomir Radev will talk about his own work on
summarization of scientific articles, as well as provide us with some background on related work. Lucy
Vanderwende will present the plans for the new summarization task, the evaluation and the time line
for future shared tasks. We have reserved ample time for discussion.

In the six regular presentations we will discuss a range of exciting topics in summarization and
evaluation. These include task-based evaluations of summarization, assessments of the accuracy of
current automatic evaluations, the benefits from using several automatic evaluation measures, case
studies of differences between manual and automatic evaluation, cross-lingual summarization and steps
towards abstractive summarization.

We anticipate a lively and rewarding workshop. Thank you for your participation!

John M. Conroy
Hoa Trang Dang
Ani Nenkova
Karolina Owczarzak
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