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Introduction

It is with great pleasure that we present the current volume of papers accepted for presentation at the
13th European Workshop on Natural Language Generation (ENLG 2011), which will be held from
September 28th to 30th, 2011 at Loria in Nancy, France.

The ENLG 2009 workshop continued a biennial series of workshops on natural language generation
that has been running since 1987 and alternates with INLG, the International Conference on Natural
Language Generation. Previous European workshops have been held at Royaumont, Edinburgh,
Judenstein, Pisa, Leiden, Duisburg, Toulouse, Budapest, Aberdeen, Dagstuhl and Athens. Together
with INLG, the ENLG workshop is the main regular forum for presenting and discussing research in
Natural Language Generation.

ENLG 2011 invited submissions on all topics related to natural language generation. We received 41
submissions of long and short papers from all over the world. Of these 13 long papers and 12 short
papers were accepted for presentation. The long papers will be presented orally, and the short papers as
posters.

In addition, ENLG 2011 hosts Generation Challenges 2011. This year, three shared task evaluation
competitions were organized under the umbrella of Generation Challenges 2011: the Surface
Realisation Challenge (Belz, Hogan, White, and Stent), the Challenge on Generating Instructions in
Virtual Environments (Striegnitz, Denis, Gargett, Garoufi, Koller, and Theune) and the Helping Our
Own Challenge (Dale and Kilgariff).

The first part of this volume contains the 25 research papers that will be presented at ENLG 2011. The
second part is devoted to the Generation Challenges 2011 session. It contains overview reports on the
active and planned challenges and system descriptions of all participating teams.

We are indebted to the authors and to the members of our program committee whose hard work
contributed to making this a collection of high quality research papers. We are also delighted that
Oliver Lemon, Johanna Moore and Jeff Orkin agreed to give invited talks at ENLG 2011. And last
but not least, many thanks go to the local organisation team, Nicolas Alcaraz, Anne Lise Charbonnier,
Alexandre Denis, Alejandra Lorenzo, Shashi Narayan and Laura Perez-Beltrachini for handling the
preparation of the meeting.

Claire Gardent and Kristina Striegnitz
Program co-Chairs for ENLG 2011
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