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Introduction

The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (The LAW) provides a forum to facilitate the exchange and
propagation of research results concerned with the annotation, manipulation, and exploitation
of corpora; work towards the harmonization and interoperability from the perspective of the
increasingly large number of tools and frameworks for annotated language resources; and work
towards a consensus on all issues crucial to the advancement of the field of corpus annotation.
Although this year’s LAW is officially the fourth edition, LAW itself is the convergence
of several previous workshops—including NLPXML, FLAC, LINC, and Frontiers in Corpus
Annotation—dating back to the first NLPXML in 2001. This series of workshops attests to the
rapid developments in the creation and use of annotated data in both language technology and
empirical approaches to linguistic studies over the past 10 years.

The response to this year’s Call for Papers was enthusiastic: 60 submissions were received. After
careful review, the program committee accepted 20 long papers and 24 posters. Selection of the
papers was not an easy task, as the papers cover the full range of linguistic facts and their
corresponding annotation frameworks, from predicate-argument to discourse structure, speech
to social networks, and learner corpus to CVs. The papers also deal with a range of annotation
levels, from the macro perspective on infrastructure for international collaboration and
interoperability, to the micro perspective on tools to deal with inter-annotator inconsistencies.
It is this richness of the topics that attest to the growing maturity of field. We would like to
thank SIGANN for its continuing endorsement of the LAW workshops, as well as the support
and comments from the ACL-IJCNLP 2009 workshop committee chairs: Pushpak Bhattacharyia
and David Weir. We would also like to thank the ACL publication chairs Jing-Shin Chang and
Philipp Koehn for their help in producing the LAW IV proceedings. Most of all, we would like
to thank all our program committee members and reviewers for their dedication and helpful
review comments. Without them, LAW IV could not be implemented successfully.

Nianwen Xue and Massimo Poesio, Program Committee Co-chairs

Nancy Ide and Adam Meyers, Organizers
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