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INTRODUCTION

We are delighted to introduce the EACL-2006 workshop on Multi-Dimensional Markup
in Natural Language Processing. This is the fifth in the NLPXML series of workshops on
natural language processing and XML.

The first two NLPXML workshops (at NLPRS-2001 in Tokyo and at COLING-2002 in
Taipei) were concerned with XML-based NLP tools and the use of XML in a wide range
of NLP tasks. As XML rapidly became fully accepted within the NLP community, the
theme of the third and fourth workshops (at EACL-2003 in Budapest and at ACL-2004 in
Barcelona) shifted to the new challenges and opportunities of the Semantic Web, with the
focus on RDF and OWL rather than XML. The present workshop moves the focus firmly
back to XML.

The special theme of this workshop is multi-dimensional markup. Our goal is
to bring together researchers from several different fields—natural language processing,
corpus linguistics, markup languages, and information retrieval—to discuss theoretical
and practical issues related to the integration of different layers of text annotation.
One particularly interesting challenge arises from the difficulty of combining annotations
resulting from disparate NLP systems in a single hierarchical structure. For downstream
applications that rely on a range of linguistic annotations, problems such as crossing
boundaries and overlapping elements from different sources make it difficult to query data
with multiple layers of annotation. We are particularly pleased to present papers that
discuss the problems associated with such integration as well as those that provide solutions
within the four fields mentioned.

An unusual and, we believe, a particularly attractive feature of the workshop program
is the emphasis on live demonstrations of practical working systems. We have included two
separate demo sessions in the program, with a total of 12 system demos. Short descriptions
of the demos are included in these proceedings, in addition to the six full workshop papers.

We would like to thank the members of the NLPXMIL-2006 program committee for their
prompt and expert reviews. In more than one case the reviewers’ detailed and well-informed
comments enabled significant improvements to the papers included in this volume. We also
thank the organizers of EACL-2006 for their support.

David Ahn

Erik Tjong Kim Sang
Graham Wilcock
February 2006
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