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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of ‘Linguistic Distances’ a workshop held in conjunction with
ACL/COLING 2006 in Sydney. An introductory article explains our motivation for holding the
workshop, which attracted 30 submissions, of which thirteen are included in these proceedings. We
are gratified by this level of interest. In fact we restricted the remit of the workshop to exclude the use of
distance (or its inverse, similarity) in evaluation because it was felt that evaluation was already regularly
the subject of several focused workshops. So the topic of ‘Linguistic Distances’ seems to resonate within
the computational linguistics community.

Perhaps we should add that we also hoped to attract computational interest in (non-applied) linguistic
topics, and that this, too, emerged in the submissions, although it is not strongly reflected in the choice
of articles. We’'ll poll participants about interest in a possible follow-up, but we have no plans in that
direction at this writing.

Our thanks are largely given in the acknowledgments section of the introductory article, but let's add
thanks to Suzanne Stevenson, the workshop chair of the conference, and to her review committee.

John Nerbonne and Erhard Hinrichs
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