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Preface

An ontology is an explicit and formal specification of a shared conceptualization of a domain of interest.
Ontologies formalize the intensional aspects of a domain, whereas the extensional part is provided by
a knowledge base that contains assertions about instances of concepts and relations as defined by the
ontology. The process of defining and instantiating a knowledge base is referred to as knowledge
mark-up or ontology population, whereas (semi-)automatic support in ontology development is usually
referred to as ontology learning.

Ontologies have been broadly used in knowledge management applications, including Semantic Web
applications and research. In recent years, ontologies have regained interest also within the NLP
community, specifically in such applications as information extraction, text mining and question
answering. However, as ontology development is a tedious and costly process there has been an equally
growing interest in the automatic learning of ontologies. Much of this work has been focused on textual
data as human language is a primary mode of knowledge transfer. In this way, textual data provide both
a resource for the ontology learning process as well as an application medium for developed ontologies.

Automatic methods for text-based ontology learning and population have developed over recent years,
but it is difficult to compare approaches and results. In the 1st Workshop on Ontology Learning and
Population (at ECAI 2004) we addressed this issue through an emphasis on the evaluation aspects of the
reported work. The proceedings of this second workshop on ontology learning and evaluation (OLP2)
contain 8 high-quality peer-reviewed papers presenting novel approaches that address diverse topics
within ontology learning, i.e. learning taxonomic and non-taxonomic relations, populating ontologies
with named entities and instances of relations as well as lexical enrichment of ontologies. Thanks to the
excellent work of the program committee we have been able to compile an interesting and high quality
program.

The program is divided into three thematic parts: “Lexical Ontology Enrichment”, “Ontology
Population and Ontology-based IE” and “Taxonomy and Relation Extraction”. The workshop will
conclude with two invited talks by Dekang Lin and Johan Bos on the usefulness of ontology learning,
leading to a hopefully vivid discussion. We hope you enjoy the workshop.

Paul Buitelaar, DFKI, Saarticken, Germany
Philipp Cimiano, AIFB Karlsruhe, Germany
Berenike Loos, European Media Laboratory, Heidelberg, Germany
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