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Preface

The 9" International Workshop on Parsing Technologies continues the tradition that was started with
the first workshop with that name, organized by Masaru Tomita in 1989 in Pittsburgh. IWPT 89
was followed by seven workshops in a biennial rhythm, only slightly disturbed by fear of millenium
problems in 1999:

e IWPT’91 in Cancun, Mexico

e IWPT’93 in Tilburg, The Netherlands
e IWPT’95 in Prague, Czech Republic
e IWPT’97 in Cambridge (MA), USA
o IWPT 2000 in Trento, Italy

e IWPT 2001 in Beijing, China

e IWPT 2003 in Nancy, France

Over the years, the IWPT workshops have become the major forum for researchers in natural language
parsing to meet and discuss advances in the field. Based on these workshops, four books on parsing
technologies have been published by Kluwer Academic Publishers. The most recent one, based on
IWPT 2000 and IWPT 01 was published last year (New Developments in Parsing Technology, Harry
Bunt, John Carroll and Giorgio Satta, editors).

In 1994 the Special Interest Group on Parsing (SIGPARSE) was set up within ACL with the primary
aim to give continuity to the IWPT series, and ever since the IWPT workshops have taken place under
the auspices of SIGPARSE. IWPT 2005 also marks the return of IWPT to North America; the combined
conferences on Human Language Technology and Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing
providing an excellent opportunity for this. I would like to thank Alon Lavie and the ACL organisation,
in particular Priscilla Rasmussen, for their wonderful and professional help in organizing IWPT 2005
as a satellite event of the joint HLT/EMNLP conference.

Thanks are also due to the members of the Program Committee, and in particular to chairman Rob
Malouf, for the careful work in reviewing submitted papers and designing the workshop program.
Of a total of 42 submitted papers, 17 were accepted for presentation as a full paper, which gives an
acceptance rate of 40%.

Harry Bunt
SIGPARSE Officer and IWPT 2005 General Chair
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