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INTRODUCTION

Editorial

Large linguistically interpreted corpora continue to play an important role for machine learning, evalua-
tion, psycholinguistics, and (increasingly so) theoretical linguistics. Many research groups are engaged in
the creation of corpus resources annotated with morphological, syntactic, semantic, and discourse infor-
mation for an ever-increasing variety of languages. Since 1999, the LINC workshop series has brought
together these activities in order to identify and disseminate best practice in the development and utiliza-
tion of linguistically interpreted corpora. LINC workshops, thus, have traditionally served a dual purpose,
viz. to (i) present an up-to-date survey of ongoing work on linguistically interpreted corpora and (ii) facili-
tate the exchange, propagation, and further development of research results with respect to the annotation,
conversion, and exploitation of such corpora. We hope to continue this tradition at LINC-04, as a post-
conference workshop at COLING 2004.

The call for papers this year encouraged, among others, experience reports on the use of linguistically
interpreted corpora, e.g. for larger-scale, data-driven linguistic discovery, as training material for grammar
acquisition and other machine learning approaches, and for the diagnostics and evaluation of NLP tech-
nology. In our view, all of the above reflect an emerging tendency in our field, viz. the growing availability
of linguistically interpreted corpora combined with an increasing recognition of their utility for theoretical
linguists and language engineers alike. At the same time, we observe new and continued initiatives on cre-
ating annotated resources for additional languages, as well as ongoing work to both enlarge available data
sets and refine and augment existing linguistic annotations. The production, distribution, and maintenance
of re-usable linguistically interpreted corpora is a process that requires sustained efforts (and funding)
over time.

Finally, another emerging tendency in the field of corpus annotation appears to be in the growing
connection of linguistically annotated corpora to independently developed resources, specifically broad-
coverage computational grammars and parsing systems. Where only a few years ago, say, a majority of
researchers may have perceived corpus annotation as an alternative paradigm to more traditional grammar
writing approaches—i.e. shifting focus from linguistic introspection to the analysis of ‘naturally occuring’
data, thus having to confront a potentially much broader range of ‘representative’ phenomena—today,
grammar building and corpus creation seem to not only co-exist but mutually benefit each other. Analysis
(and, to a lesser extent still, generation) systems based on hand-constructed, symbolic grammars now
standardly incorporate ambiguity management facilities that are derived from training stochastic models
on linguistically annotated corpora; and more recently, such grammars themselves are put to use to aid
annotation, both to reduce the cost of corpus construction but also to increase the granularity of available
annotation and internal coherence of linguistically interpreted corpora. We have invited Prof. Rob Malouf
of San Diego State University (CA) and formerly Rijksuniversiteit Groningen (The Netherlands) to reflect
on this development in a topical presentation.

Like in the preceding years, broad interest in the LINC workshop was attested by a fair number of
submissions: with the help of the programme committee and a number of added reviewers (see next page)
the editors had to select one out of two papers for presentation during the workshop. We are indebted
to everyone who submitted their work to the workshop, our numerous colleagues who assisted in the
selection process (on a tight schedule), the contributors to this volume for their fine cooperation, and
the COLING workshop programme committee—in particular Michael Hess and Fabio Rinaldi for their
outstanding balance of precision and flexibility. In order to best achieve both of the aforementioned
workshop goals in a one-day schedule, we opted for a mixed set-up, combining plenary presentations,
discussions, and a slightly more informal poster session.

Oslo & Saarbriicken, June 2004

Silvia Hansen-Schirra,
Stephan Oepen, and
Hans Uszkoreit
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