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PREFACE

This volume contains the papers accepted for presentation at the 2004 Workshop on
Discourse Annotation, held in Barcelona, Spain, July 25 and 26, in conjunction with the
International and the European Conferences of the ACL. Out of 24 papers submitted for
review, 16 were selected for inclusion in the workshop proceedings.

The workshop is being held both in recognition of renewed interest in gold standard
corpora for the study and exploration of discourse phenomena and in recognition of growing
interest in resources that integrate various types of annotation in order to better characterize
such phenomena and thereby help to develop more sensitive and robust tools for dealing
with discourse. The workshop is neutral as to whether consensus annotation is possible for
every type of discourse phenomenon. Its aims are rather to:

e bring a fuller range of discourse annotation activity to the attention of researchers
working on discourse phenomena and their usefulness for language technologies;

e highlight tools used in the annotation process or used to display, query or further
analyse the results of annotation;

e discuss obstacles to discourse-level annotation, such as the greater subjectivity in
bracketting and labelling judgments, the ambiguity of discourse phenomena, and data
sparseness;

o discuss where and how automated and semi-automated annotation can effectively
augment or complement manual gold standard annotation;

e discuss opportunities for creating a significantly large, reusable corpus (or set of
corpora) annotated for multiple discourse and sentence-level phenomena, as a much
richer basis for both assessing theories and building better tools.

The papers selected for the workshop demonstrate a range of discourse phenomena being
annotated today, tools being used to create and query annotation, and conclusions being
drawn from both manually and automatically annotated corpora. At the workshop itself,
blocks of time have been allocated for group discussion of topics related to the above aims.

We are very grateful to our programme committee for their significant efforts in not
only reviewing the papers but also shaping the workshop. Finally, we are grateful to the
ACL/EACL-2004 conference organizers for enabling this workshop to happen.

Bonnie Webber & Donna Byron (editors)
June 2004
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