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Preface

These proceedings document the fourth event in the LINC workshop series. The first Workshop in
this series took place in 1999 in connection with the Meeting of the European Chapter of the Association
of Computational Linguistics in Bergen (Uszkoreit, Brants & Krenn, 1999). The second LINC Workshop
was held in August of 2000 in Luxembourg in conjunction with COLING (Abeillé, Brants & Uszkoreit,
2000). In 2001 the third workshop was organized by Eva Hajicova in conjunction with the 34th Meeting
of the Societas Linguistica Europaea in Leuven.

Whereas the first workshops of the series concentrated more on the basic annotation formats and
methodologies for POS-tagging and treebanks, the focus has shifted gradually to reports on available
large-scale interpreted corpora, schemes for multi-level annotation and first attempts of semantic annota-
tion. Both the workshop and the EACL conference also document successful cases of corpus exploitation
in NLP research. Although no LINC event took place in 2002, the overwhelming response to our call for
papers for the 2003 workshop demonstrates the grown interest in the topic and the continued demand for
this annual forum of scientific exchange.

Large linguistically interpreted corpora play an increasingly important role for machine learning,
evaluation, psycholinguistics as well as theoretical linguistics. Many groups have started to create cor-
pus resources annotated with morphological, syntactic, semantic and discourse information for a variety
of languages. Linguistic annotation may consist of morphological analyses, trees, dependencies, gram-
matical relations, word senses, (co)references, information structure, semantic representations, discourse
relations and other types of linguistic information.

This workshop aims at bringing together these activities in order to facilitate advanced and efficient
corpus annotations which will provide re-usable resources. The workshop will also provide a forum for
reports on the scientific and technological exploitation of interpreted corpora in general, computational
or psycholinguistics. Such reports on exploitation results are valuable for the comparison of alternative
approaches and will thus serve as feedback to ongoing and new corpus annotation efforts.

We received 34 submissions, 17 of which were accepted for presentation at the two-days workshop.
The papers in this volume report on research in the following fields:

e creation of practical annotation schemes

o cfficient annotation techniques including automation

e tools supporting corpus conversions

e consistency checking and validation

e tools and methods for searching and browsing

e qualitative and quantitative studies based on linguistically interpreted corpora

e technological advances achieved by the exploitation of interpreted corpora

The papers thus provide the basis for a roadmap session in which current and future directions in
corpus annotation and exploitation are discussed.



We hope that you will enjoy your time in Budapest and find this workshop enjoyable and useful for
your work.
Anne Abeillé, Laboratoire de Linguistique Formelle, University Paris 7
Silvia Hansen-Schirra, Computational Linguistics, Saarland University

Hans Uszkoreit, Computational Linguistics, Saarland University
& German Research Center for Al, Saarbrucken
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