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Dearreades,

Thisis the Proceedngsof the 7th Confelenceon Empirical Methodsin Naturd LanguageProcesing,
andit is the fourteenthevent organized under the auspices of SIGDAT, the ACL SpecialinterestGroup
for linguistic dataandcorpus-base appracheso NLP. We receved 142 submisgons, morethandouble
the numkber from last year, and equivalentin sizeto full ACL corferenaes befare 1997. Out of those,
35 have beenacceped for presntaton (thatis, 24.6% of the submissons), and six more have been
selectedfor inclusionin theproceedirgsasresere papergfor atotal “printed” acceptane rateof 28.9%).
Neverthelessjn orderto allow for a minimal reasmabletime for paperpresntaton (25 minutes sameas
lastyean, we hadto schedile two blocks of pardlel sessims,andevenslightly longer days.

The papes submited reflecteda wide range of interestsof the “empirical” NLP communiy. There
were no speific area, but asustal, severd topics have beensuggestedon the original call for papes.
Potental authors were encuraged to sendin papes that deviatedfrom the maindreamin a subgantid
way, in order to target the “next big thing” in NLP. Fromtoday’s (pre-confeence persgective, however,
the “next big thing” hasnot hagpened(only one pager hasbeenmarked by a reviewer as having the
potential);, but ultimately it will beupto you all to seeif any of this year's paperswill in thefuture match
theglory of thewell-known breakhrough referenceslikethe Churchis 1983 taggng paperthe Yaronsky’s
WSD papes from the mid-90s, or Collins’ lexicalized-parsempapersfrom thelate 90s.

The papes have beendoubly blind reviewedby a parel of 53 reviewers,someof themrecuited at
the last momentaswe have beenseeng the pile of submisionsgrow beyond our wildest expectations.
Despikthat, andcontrary to our promise, thereviewershadoftento review morethan5 papes, andsome
gotmorethanl0. Final decsionshave been madeby usfor the paperdrom thegrayzore. Respeting the
reviewsasmuchaspossble, we have beenlooking moreat the proseof the commentghanthe numbes.
We canonly hopethat the final selection will pleaseyou, the reades, and not make the authors of the
rejected paperstoo angry In ary case,we would like to thark all of our reviewersfor their hard work,
andespedlly to those who have provided usefulcommentsspedal appreiation goes to thosewho have
reviewedfor uson avery shortnotice. Of course, the blamefor any unfortunateselectionsis onus...

Thanks go espe@lly to David Yarowsky, who put together the final volume of proceedings, to
Draganir Radey for supevising the publication (not only for EMNLP, of couse),to Walter Daelemas,
the Worksh@s char this yea, to Lillian Lee,the previous program committee chair, whoseEMNLP-01
web pagesandthelist of reviewerswereof greathelpto us, to the organzersof this year's annversary
ACL andEMNLP in Philacklphia and,of cours, to Priscilla Rasmussen, the ACL BusinesManage,
who managedt all.

Finally, we would like to thark David Yarowsky againfor his help throughaut the whole process.
We have realy appreciatal his advice andhelp, espeally in the momentswvhencrucial decisons hadto
be madedueto the unantcipated large size of this event. Of course, we wereall very plessedwith the
numbe of submis#ons we got, andwe would certanly wish to the next Progran Chair(s)to seedouble
the numbe of submisionsagain:-)!

May we wish you all aninterestingandmind-provoking event!
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