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PREFACE

Open-domaimuestioranswering QA) representa new challengeo bothcommerciabhpplications
andacademiaesearch Whenusershave specificquestionssuchas”What countriesdid Clinton

visit in 1999?” or "How much doesa ThinkPad cost?”, they would like to seeone (or a few)

succinctanswer(s) This workshopfocuseson technicalissueghatdirectly applyto this challenge,
and, in particular on theoreticaland pragmaticissuesinvolved in the creation, evaluationand
implementationof QA techniques.We concentrateon QA that is automaticand either domain
independenbr working within alarge opendomain,suchasnews or technicalsupport.

To accommodatehis needfor automaticallyfinding answersto open-domaimuestions several
different fields of researchcome together- information retrieval, natural-languagrocessing
and knowledge representation. This workshopprovides a forum for discussionsof QA asthe
combinatiorandintegrationof techniquesrom thesehreefields. Thepapersn thisvolumediscuss
QA topicssuchasquestionanalysisandanswerselection;logical formalismsfor representindQA
semanticsnew sourceof knowledge,suchasthe Web; andtoolsfor evaluatingthe resultsof QA.
Theinvited talk, representetiereby its abstractexaminesfuture directionsin this field.



