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PREFACE

This volume contains the papers acceptedfor presentationat the 2001 workshop on
ComputationaNatural Language_earning(CoNLL-2001),a SIGNLL meetingheldin Toulouse,
France,July 6 and 7 in conjunctionwith the Internationalandthe EuropeanConference®f the
ACL.

CoNLL-2001 is the fifth in a seriesof meetingsorganizedby SIGNLL!, the ACL special
interestgroupon naturallanguagdearning. The CoNLL meetingis intendedo addressll aspects
of computationalnaturallanguagelearning, including thosethat are not regularly discussedt
computationalinguisticsmeetings suchascomputationamodelsof humanlanguageacquisition,
computationalmodelsof the origins and evolution of language,biologically-inspirel learning
method<etc.

This year we have a specialthemeon learningmechanismsor the automatedacquisitionof
languageresourcegqdictionaries,ontologies,grammars)or the automatedadaptationof natural
languageresources/processao new domainsor languages.The dimensionf learningthatare
of interestincludethe integrationof humans/linguistén the learningprocessthe structureof the
trainingdata(especiallyminimizationof thetrainingset),andthekind of knowvledgethatis learned.

Thisyears CoNLL alsofeaturegwo invited presentationgyneby Eric Brill onwhethertheweb
changesempiricalNLP, andoneby JohnNerbonneon the resultsof a successfuEuropearproject
on Learning Computational Grammars. As in the previous two editionsof CoNLL, we have a
sharedtask session coordinatedby Erik Tjong Kim Sangand Heng Déjean. For this session,
training and test datawere madeavailable, and researchersvere invited to apply their learning
systemto this task. This yearthe taskis clauseidentification. Six systemshave participatedfive
from Europeandonefrom Australia. Youwill find descriptionsof thesesystemsandtheir results
in this proceedings.

Of the 61 papersubmittedthe programmecommitteeselecte®0 papersrepresentate of the
stateof the artin computationalanguagdearningtoday We arevery gratefulto our programme
committeefor the effort they putin reviewing the papers.We arealsogratefulto the ACL/EACL-
2001 conferenceorganizerson whom we could rely for the local organization. Finally, we most
gratefully acknavledge the supportof our sponsar the ComputationalLinguistics in Flanders
researcttommunity(CLIF) for sponsoringoneof theinvited spealers.

WalterDaeleman£ RémiZajac(editors)
May 2001
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