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PREFACE

This volume contains the papers acceptedfor presentationat the 2001 workshop on
ComputationalNaturalLanguageLearning(CoNLL-2001),a SIGNLL meetingheld in Toulouse,
France,July 6 and7 in conjunctionwith the Internationaland the EuropeanConferencesof the
ACL.

CoNLL-2001 is the fifth in a seriesof meetingsorganizedby SIGNLL
�

, the ACL special
interestgroupon naturallanguagelearning.TheCoNLL meetingis intendedto addressall aspects
of computationalnatural languagelearning, including thosethat are not regularly discussedat
computationallinguisticsmeetings,suchascomputationalmodelsof humanlanguageacquisition,
computationalmodelsof the origins and evolution of language,biologically-inspired learning
methodsetc.

This year, we have a specialthemeon learningmechanismsfor the automatedacquisitionof
languageresources(dictionaries,ontologies,grammars)or the automatedadaptationof natural
languageresources/processors to new domainsor languages.Thedimensionsof learningthatare
of interestincludethe integrationof humans/linguistsin the learningprocess,thestructureof the
trainingdata(especially, minimizationof thetrainingset),andthekind of knowledgethatis learned.

Thisyear’sCoNLL alsofeaturestwo invitedpresentations,oneby Eric Brill onwhethertheweb
changesempiricalNLP, andoneby JohnNerbonneon theresultsof a successfulEuropeanproject
on Learning Computational Grammars. As in the previous two editionsof CoNLL, we have a
sharedtask session,coordinatedby Erik Tjong Kim Sangand Hervé Déjean. For this session,
training and test datawere madeavailable, and researcherswere invited to apply their learning
systemto this task. This yearthe taskis clauseidentification. Six systemshave participated,five
from Europeandonefrom Australia. You will find descriptionsof thesesystemsandtheir results
in thisproceedings.

Of the61paperssubmitted,theprogrammecommitteeselected20papers,representative of the
stateof theart in computationallanguagelearningtoday. We arevery gratefulto our programme
committeefor theeffort they put in reviewing thepapers.We arealsogratefulto theACL/EACL-
2001conferenceorganizerson whom we could rely for the local organization.Finally, we most
gratefully acknowledge the supportof our sponsor, the ComputationalLinguistics in Flanders
researchcommunity(CLIF) for sponsoringoneof theinvited speakers.

WalterDaelemans& RémiZajac(editors)
May 2001
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