Preface to the Interactive Posters/Demonstrations Proceedings

On behalf of the program committee for ACL-2003 Interactive Posters/Demonstrations Ses-
sions, it is my great pleasure to present you with this proceedings. Though ACL occasionally
have had demonstration sessions, this will be the first attempt for ACL to have this kind of
sessions, which aim to provide researchers or developers of natural language technologies with
a generous environment for presentation and discussion of their works. Each paper receives
an opportuity to give a five-minute oral preview presentatin and a poster or poster with demo
presentation for two and half hours. To this attempt, there were initially 62 submissions, one
paper was withdrawn during the review process, and we could accept only 28 papers. One
paper was withdrawn after the selection and we finally have 27 papers, which you find in this
volume.

When I called for the program committee, a number of wonderful people agreed to join in and
have dedicated lots of their valuable time in reviewing the papers and organizing this novel
session. Working with such wonderful people is of great fun, and I would heartily appreciate
their voluntary and enthusiastic cooperation. All my thanks go to:

Tilman Becker, DFKI (Germany)

Rens Bod, University of Amsterdam (the Netherlands)
Christian Boitet, Universite Joseph Fourier (France)
Harry Bunt, Tilburg University (the Netherlands)

Sharon Caraballo, Georgetown University (USA)

John Caroll, University of Sussex (UK)

Hsin-Hsi Chen, National Taiwan University(Taiwan)
Lee-Feng Chien, Academia Sinica (Taiwan)

Hai Leong Chieu, DSO National Laboratories (Singapore)
Pascale Fung, University of Science and Technology (Hong Kong)
Graeme Hirst, University of Tronto (Canada)

Kentaro Inui, NAIST (Japan)

Genichiro Kikui, ATR (Japan)

Sadao Kurohashi, University of Tokyo (Japan)

Kui-Lam Kwok, City University of New York(USA)
Maria Lapata, School of Informatics(UK)

Gary Geunbae Lee, POSTECH (Korea)

Jong-Hyeok Lee, POSTECH (Korea)

Hang Li, Microsoft (China)

Dan Melamed, New York University (USA)

Dan Moldovan, University of Texas at Dallas(USA)
Manny Rayner, RIACS (USA)

Satoshi Sekine, Bew York University (USA)

Bangalore Srinivas, AT&T (USA)

Key-Yih Su, BDC Corp (Taiwan)

Takenobu Tokunaga, Tokyo Insitute of Technology (Japan)
Thomas Fang Zheng, Tsinghua University (China)
Michael Zock, LIMSI (France)

Lots of people working behind this year’s ACL helped me in many ways. I am most grateful to
the General Chair, Prof Jun’ich Tsujii and the Local Organizing Committee Chair, Prof Kenji



Araki, for their advice, suggestion and continuous support. I would also like to express my
graditude the member of the Local Organizing Committee, espacially, Dr Hiroshi Echizen-ya
for his generous effort to arrange and organize the paper preview and poster/demo sessions.

I would like to thank the Publication Co-chairs, Prof David Yarowsky and Prof Sadao Kuro-
hashi, for preparing this volume and the CD-ROM version of the proceedings.

I hope you will enjoy talking with people in the Interactive Poster/Demo Sessions as well as
Sapporo.

Yuji Matsumoto
Program Chair of Interactive Posters/Demonstrations Sessions
June 2003



