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Abstract

We investigate the issue of classifying short essays based their linguistic issues, for English at
the high school levels. A good selection of appropriate essays is crucial for the language
learners and for the reading comprehension tests, which is an important type of tests for lan-
guage competence examinations. Although the text alone does not allow us to judge the dif-
ficulty of reading comprehension tests, the capability to identify the levels of high school
students for whom the texts were used in the reading comprehension can be an important step
toward computer assisted selection of reading comprehension test items. We employed
word-level statistics, sentence-level statistics, and syntactic-level information of the text, and
applied several machine learning techniques for this text classification problem. Experimental
results show that, with the best performing combination of features and learning method, we

achieved 53.6% in accuracy.
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FHPEREF? - Eofes 50 ¢ Ridor | 0.293 | 0.291 | 0.307 | 0.304 | 0.261
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% 6A- vac 2.5 5P BB

@ =% £ 2 F-measure 4 #k
A+B A+Ca A+Cb A+Cc B+Ca B+Cb B-+Cc Ca+Cb Ca+Cc Cb+Cc
J48 0281 | 0266 | 0275 0.293 0.293 0.299 0.274 0.3 0.306 0312
LMT 0335 | 0345 | 0337 0.346 0.344 0.341 0.3 0348 | 0338 0.364
ANN 0283 | 0348 | 033 0318 0315 0.319 0.303 0346 | 0347 0.324
Ridor 0288 | 0291 | 0323 0312 0.322 0.356 0.253 0319 | 0341 0.346
A+B+Ca|A+B+Cb| A+B+Cc | A+Ca+Cb |A+Ca+Cc| A+Cb+Cc | B+Cat+Cb [B+Ca+Cc|B+Cb+Cc|Ca+Cb+Cc
J48 0.261 | 0303 | 0.301 0.291 0.307 0.325 0.303 0295 | 0304 0.286
LMT 0.331 | 0.327 0.35 0.341 0.321 0.35 0.381 0.349 | 0366 0.358
ANN 0.359 | 0309 | 0328 0313 0.33 0.323 0.319 0352 | 0314 0.357
Ridor 0321 | 0329 | 0305 0.33 0.31 0.323 0.307 0299 | 0302 0.326
A+B+Ca+Cb A+B+Ca+Cc A+B+Cb+Cc A+Ca+Cb+Cc B+Ca+Cb+Cc A+B+Ca+Cb+Cc
J48 0.305 0.305 0.313 0.302 0317 0.33
LMT 0.329 0.353 0.369 0.341 0.373 0.358
ANN 0.335 0.335 0.362 0.338 0.333 0.324
Ridor 0.349 0314 0.329 0.334 0.354 0.362

BANPLEITEREL o 41‘”5‘#”? Ce iz 56? izl "%'J » A FIRAF CafoChbr 1 F
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B RE R RN LRiEF AL gl %if;?i kg TR iR o

S2REEF ~ A34oF £ Bk

BTRAPENFRE e LN RBFEF s FfeF AFIpenfppe o B34 6
FoHSEE > d 2 60¢ Vi XA EEFHED S 0261 2 0381 & ¢ A pg Ry
PE AR I e AR (B)CprEFLAFE (Ca) fradERFT A (Cb) o
* LMT & & 2 R:E {7 4 4 » 24 1 47 3] F-measure e04 #ici 0.381 > & L3 | * H g F 3
(£ 5) kiF e B I F-measure snA4 8w > &) R ~ 50248 %= 3 0.261 >
B B4 0353 %2 1 0381 AErckiEH 3% FL c AP FE I o3 ALk
1‘##?4%: B hAF ATENEF AL GEER AT o T2 sr/v\i*ﬁ”ﬁ B IF e o

Y- g gAPpmeipkeai i 2 A¥E -BHIPRELBFLIHEF > N nr”;\
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%% Dr.eye ”Lrﬁpa 3 KHP FHEF AT ) #Wﬁ-‘* % (C H) #3002 A
TEPRTREFS

53 d P2MFLF B FLN

i iﬂﬁfwﬂ‘r&ﬁ%aﬁﬁ R g T HTR Y R e R

4\1‘3,?.: ’ -}—’T- “% '/"’/,2’\7 -ﬁ-m\:' /z‘ ket &E » dr— /LF’?\A) < —_‘qi_ ¢ P 5 f':o- F/"’/ ?”E’_{OOZOO,l,:S}‘fr'

{(1L,1,05504}) » 245 5w £ 4 R F (1125517} £ paEdp 220 @3

{0.045,0.045,0.091,0.227,0.227,0.045,0.318} (= #£7 » I /| HeBhfs % = 1) gt pE st " :
2 TR L PEMEF P %R

% @5k e & 2 F-measure 4 #ic

BDHLHA A+B+Ca|A+B+Cb|A+B+Cc|B+Ca+Cb|B+Ca+Cb+Cc|Cb+Cc
J48 0.251 | 0.294 | 0.294 0.309 0.318 0.309
LMT 0.346 | 0.342 [ 0.325 0.343 0.357 0.345
ANN 0.327 | 0.339 | 0.306 0.308 0.351 0.327
Ridor 0.32 0.302 | 0.302 0.346 0.346 0.326
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4 88 & Wl | R Sl

% A5 e £ 2. F-measure 4 #k
A S N
FeD¥ ,k\;vv,f %;;g BB 730 A B+ Ca| A+B+Cb[A+B+Ce[B+CarCh[B+CatCb+Ce| Cb+Ce
0338 | 0.314 | 0.349 | 0333 0331 | 0347
LMT 0412 | 0405 | 0.374 | 0423 0425 | 0412
ANN 037 | 0353 | 0.345 | 0352 0402 | 0.363
Ridor 0337 | 036 | 0.312 | 0353 0377 | 0.341
BRE >R BT ORI BACE (AL DE) 1T S o £ 9 ik
LERGER%R B EoR LT 0 4’»‘ ‘Mw% o A PE N AR 52 H e %
P Esdchn = e s (A 55 & 6 ¢ 9 B+CatChb ~ B+CatCb+Ce fv Cb+Cc)
PEND EFfeoF et peé - B F % (A+B+Ca ~ A+B+Cb fr A+B+Cc ) »
e ke L DEREGFY R8> B34 7 P Sikdy o
K ETF '?‘Iﬂ, %’ﬁ:ﬁ—é”é%ﬁ?ﬁ HBeig > 4t b oo BF kY ’Q’_;fé,?ﬁ_ﬁ]z‘“"r

- g
9K B 60051303571 0 i 32500 e BT - BT R AT LA
T T N N ) S L A
RF AR rier Flend gk ’#Ex%":‘rg Bt Rl B S L AR S
s fs%*“ gRdche i o TR Y R A BB RGE R Liheiz o 3
AP ORI PN A FL om AR R ED R -
5.4 = % £ B enf 58
PO EAIT 2 Rl WIER B P RN T a7 § RB R R 3
'frfg—%%iﬁfumﬁ&fﬁgt( LL%&_\ ’;‘Jlﬁ:tfx\ | 1) fr' Evv«ﬁ-‘:; T FHEkE XS
FEEMAERETHO fr?ﬂ‘*%"?‘ REFFH > TP 4 8 F iy o

B A E F e 203123 0425 % B R cha fgoa % B 70 2 augd
S AS Fat e T B BB R Fenjp gk R L] RS
PR RG] SRR R R IR ] R LR R i
¢, FANY FAAS LBRUAHESF AT o ER HIW Y FAGarE A F S o

N )

55 RN LAHFHHE Y b sk
3

Bfs NP H-E 0 a7 98 E N AWHHEFLAF D KT
B o ik Eiie B+Ca+Cb+Cc+D+ 53 B3 W+ ¢ < #% 7 #ic2. F-measure 4 #k
N = N
& (B+Cat+Cb+Cc+D+ LERE 37 RTINS o
p Gd o J48 0.331 0.349
LB kT IMT 0.425 0.425
B)o e r A XML ANN 0.402 0.346
FENBirpcE s B Ridor 0.377 0.343
XEFFE NPEFE 9 KE 9P T PR ,\—k; M i i iE —_H——s"ANN‘fr
Ridor @ B/ 528 32 5 3Hah d o Ayt A ipdash [W’ﬁ:vfé_’iﬁ— C AR 33 &
PRI AN S FEE S AR 2 B Dreye A AR R REES o
LEL ﬁvsﬁﬁﬂ v g F A fice e B IR AR SR o i A F A f ok
wﬂ% o B RANPRG 0 v FanpE , _ "
AET nbggzgsg;;rfﬁ LR BN TS P A et °ffjﬂ %
P Bt Gl LA BB R {'ﬁ""ﬂ' F— £ 72'} $124?%
HHETRFRADEE A SEFG TSR (TP 26 199
T rapk s EE 2 F 0B 0T %—*}?ﬁ”é Ep R =P 34 148
. oo | 5 . & 12 198
LA RN R TG F A mﬁp = Eic 176 669
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56 P *HFFRFTP¥F .
R E EE IR Adide didl it AR L

] % 3 g ¥ 2_ F-measure 4 #c
,%J 1 50839 3% #'4’*\11“ A B Ca Cb Cc
XTAERET 6 ETH £ 845 JA3 170423 | 0364 | 0472 | 0428 | 0382
Lo ;f: )8 fnj:; e ran s [ LMT | 0435 | 0404 | 0494 | 0466 | 0.363
Fa ?Pj“ s T E 7 ANN | 0429 | 0396 [ 0467 | 052 | 0396
176 > & 5 % 2 3 a5 % 669 [ Ridor | 0.353 | 0365 | 0364 | 0.424 | 0.385
Bodrdk 10977 - AP iR R
ZoP 2R e AT ERT R AR IE AN RA L IR F A 2 F

BAAEA > AR EATHEITE SR 6 F % - 3‘71?—?‘7” PETL 5 R RS H Aok

11 #7770 -2 11 fe & 54pst > &

Ko % % tgie s > F-measure 4 #icH B % /,, L—O 353 1

0522 > H ¥ cngc g & & PRAERFACb) P ERANNFE 22 F AT 5% -
1123°¢ 2 g HEL 6
% 3 2k w £ 2. F-measure 4 #ic
A+B | A+Ca | A+Cb | A+Cc | B+Ca | B+Cb | B+Cc | CatCb | CatCc | Cb+Cc
JA48 | 0342 | 0335 | 0406 | 0364 | 0427 | 0349 | 0343 | 0437 | 0443 0.406
LMT | o4 0.479 | 0.432 0.458 0.487 0.507 0.402 | 0.49 0.493 0.493
ANN | 0404 | 0.406 | 0.424 | 0471 0457 | 0389 | 0422 | 0475 | 0.406 0.439
Ridor| 0395 | 0375 | 0413 0.364 | 0.381 0424 | 0366 | 0.462 | 0.401 0.456
A+B+Ca | A+B+Cb | A+B+Cc | A+Ca+Cb |A+Cat+Cc| A+Cb+Cc |B+Ca+Cb|B+Ca+Cc| B+Cb+Cc | CatCb+Cc
JA8 | 0345 | 0342 | 0342 | 0412 | 0348 | 0394 | 0353 | 0.441 0.391 0.429
LMT | 046 | 0477 | 0.391 0.449 | 0489 | 0457 | 0485 | 0438 | 0.507 0.536
ANN | 042 0.4 0364 | 0444 | 0444 0.44 0.421 | 0457 | 0.436 0.402
Ridor| 0397 | 0.435 | 0.355 0374 | 0377 0.45 0.431 | 0438 | 0.369 0.457
A+B+Ca+Cb |A+B+Cat+Cc| A+B+Cb+Cc | A+Ca+Cb+Cc B+Ca+Cb+Cc A+B+Ca+Cb+Cc
J48 0.33 0.369 0.353 0.419 0.348 0.371
LMT 0.471 0.47 0.49 0.46 0.465 0.458
ANN 0.448 0.422 0.442 0.48 0.382 0.453
Ridor 0.412 0.387 0.473 0.35 0.424 0.416
YRR E RO R AA 127 Y 2 F AR E FROF K ATT o gp;fg
BR A AR 2 BF 4 PHERILMTIFE 2 RiTAE o« B2127 7 2 3aniffld 746

F %o 114p+ > % IF-measuress #c ¥ Y

250536 FittgE A K o w412
F-measures4 #c® & » &) i5d 0
g o

AF P e FeE R E FASHPRE S AL 13T o BB A D

F % (Ca)frANNF & ;2 kg i7
fr# 114p+* > F-measuresis #® & -

fenl e+ 5 A #(B) fe b
kit 7 4 %8 > H F-measuresm4 #c 5 0414 >
B Hi G IS
PIIH 2 5 o

1

>RERF % (Cb)fr*

A B

’ &,J ]’E_
R
2611 2 5]0.33 > & =

d 0.3537 "%

d 0.3537F "% %

10.33 > #& =
FLE (726 B fr & 64p 1t B
Bd 0381+ 10536 7 &

Ed 0.52

el B EF X

d 0.

AR o R 13frd Sipvt > B E G ) Mg o R #-R 13
710.254 > &+ B
0417>383% 71 72 % 0o A g ¢ 2 FeaF & (T£60F Bk %40 14977 o #icdy I
F ¢ F 4 (Co) £ LMTiF & 4
128 o K2 14404 64p ¢ > F-measure
o Bt 144r £ 127 ¢ 2 FanE il € (467 % 4p 't > F-measure~ #ic

527 '3 3

3 A

134457 2 2ERETL 59 %

A A S %‘6 112 1w 5| % §F o 2 2 F-measure » #c
lzz't‘v_;_m FLE (T4 6F 5 ~ T A B Ca Cb Cc
13~ 41475 0 BRHES Y 2 3 oh J48 0297 | 0254 | 0344 | 0315 | 0.297
i‘q, yé oo o : LMT | 0356 | 0295 | 0378 | 0349 | 0.308
X L g & Ak L4 0 [TANN | 0358 | 0286 | 0417 | 0372 | 028
F-measure 4 ﬂz@ ill 0.536 o M A Ridor | 0.324 0.3 0.351 0.378 0.276
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2U4K59 23 RETL 6%

% A5 e £ 2 F-measure 4 ¥k
A+B A+Ca | A+Cb A+Cc B+Ca B+Cb B+Cc | Cat+Cb Cat+Cc Cb+Cc
J48 | 0265 | 032 0.32 0.28 0.35 0.341 0.256 | 0.386 0.345 0.382
LMT | 0345 | 0.381 | 0.401 0.375 0.387 0.366 0.324 | 0.378 0.4 0.392
ANN | 0327 | 0413 | 0.368 0.339 0.323 0.337 0.267 | 0.403 0.383 0.366
Ridor | 0334 | 0374 | 0.353 0.323 0.356 0.341 0317 | 0.384 0.377 0.381
A+B+Ca| A+B+Cb | A+B+Cc¢ | A+Ca+Cb |A+Ca+Cc| A+Cb+Cc |B+Ca+Cb|B+Ca+Cc| B+Cb+Cc | Cat+Cb+Cc
J48 | 0322 | 0327 | 0307 0.33 0316 0.372 0334 | 0.356 0.347 0.359
LMT | 0.384 | 0.356 | 0.335 0.391 0.393 0.393 0.399 | 0.382 0.414 0.385
ANN | 0365 | 0352 | 0362 0.393 0.382 0.343 0.347 | 0.349 0.35 0.404
Ridor | 0349 | 036 | 0382 0.34 0.335 0.368 0.391 | 0.333 0.33 0.367
A+B+Ca+Cb |A+B+Ca+Cc| A+B+Cb+Cc A+Ca+Cb+Cc B+Ca+Cb+Cc A+B+Ca+Cb+Cc
J48 0.352 0.294 0.348 0.38 0.31 0.345
LMT 0.386 0.388 0.369 0.381 0.396 0.4
ANN 0.38 0.379 0.349 0.39 0.353 0.389
Ridor 0.352 0.346 0.367 0.344 0.375 0.334
ZY R FERAOLs R RAL T - R BRI R REAS A6 RS KT R

B - APOSHEZTY T FAFRfe AT c FAaER AP TG - e T B
ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%wﬁiﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%@ﬁi%o

2153923 RLA-B-C-E¥REFR

% @ 5w £ 7. F-measure 4 #k

E A+E B+E CatE Cb+E CctE A+B+E A+Cat+E A+Cb+E A+Cc+E
J48 034 | 0374 | 0388 | 0.383 | 0417 | 033 0.354 0.393 0.399 0.386
LMT | 0438 | 0478 | 0389 | 0.472 | 0476 | 0.447 0.426 0.501 0.484 0.467
ANN | 0352 | 0422 | 0375 | 0363 | 0.368 | 0.412 0.41 0.44 0.454 0.414
Ridor | 039 | 0426 | 0373 | 0328 | 0.385 | 0.298 0.385 0.403 0.386 0.377

B+Ca+E B+Cb+E B+Cc+E Ca+Cb+E | Ca+Cc+E Cb+Cc+E | A+B+Ca+E
J48 0.321 0.348 0.345 0.386 0.39 0.428 0.321
LMT 0.45 0.529 0.385 0.461 0.457 0.484 0.459
ANN 0.376 0.4 0.363 0.38 0.418 0.435 0.408
Ridor 0.416 0.381 0.341 0.418 0.361 0.395 0.368

A+B+Cb+E A+B+Cc+E | A+CatCb+E | A+Cat+Cc+E | A+Cb+Cc+E | B+Cat+Cb+E
J48 0.36 0.341 0.488 0.408 0.412 0.378
LMT 0.482 0.461 0.482 0.53 0.494 0.465
ANN 0.448 0.378 0.417 0.43 0.43 0.38
Ridor 0.415 0.373 0.423 0.384 0.393 0.384

B+Ca+Cc+E B+Cb+Cc+E Ca+Cb+Cc+E A-+B+Ca+Cb+E A+B+Ca+Cc+E
J48 0.346 0.383 0.388 0.385 0.306
LMT 0.452 0.522 0.496 0.443 0.482
ANN 0.417 0.427 0.417 0.427 0.415
Ridor 0.345 0.4 0.423 0.385 0.404

A+B+Cb+Cc+E A+Ca+Cb+Cc+E B+Ca+Cb+Cc+E A+B+Ca+Cb+Cc+E
J48 0.381 0.447 0.403 0.379
LMT 0.474 0.48 0.502 0.472
ANN 0.408 0.46 0.392 0.407
Ridor 0.435 0.404 0.375 0.427
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%16 % 3

ﬂv?%‘f—-A B~C-E#

¥R &R %

2 @ 5w £ 2. F-measure ~ #k
E A+E B+E CatE Cb+E CctE A+B+E A+Cat+E A+Cb+E A+Cc+E
J48 0279 | 033 | 0262 | 0314 | 0323 | 0.289 | 0.298 0314 0.344 0.286
LMT 0.277 | 0.348 | 0308 | 0.374 | 0361 | 0307 | 0.341 0.343 0.384 0.362
ANN 0.265 | 0371 | 0.279 | 0.336 | 0.315 | 0.301 0.339 0.37 0.388 0.365
Ridor 027 | 0.325 | 0.289 | 0.345 | 0.351 | 0.295 | 0.299 0.326 0.36 0.36
B+Ca+E B+Cb+E B+Cc+E | CatCb+E | Cat+Cc+E Cb+Cct+E | A+B+CatE
J48 0.307 0.328 0.29 0.356 0.326 0.329 0.262
LMT 0.366 0.371 0.326 0.395 0.378 0.362 0.353
ANN 0.348 0.327 0.299 0.346 0.348 0.343 0.375
Ridor 0.342 0.32 0.254 0.376 0.344 0.366 0.315
A+B+Cb+E A+B+Cc+E | A+Ca+Cb+E | A+Ca+Cc+E | A+Cb+Cc+E | B+Cat+Cb+E
J48 0.343 0.302 0.337 0.325 0.343 0.288
LMT 0.388 0.34 0.386 0.34 0.374 0.396
ANN 0.37 0.365 0.378 0.402 0.384 0.35
Ridor 0.35 0.317 0.387 0.326 0.345 0.353
B+Ca+Cc+E B+Cb+Cc+E CatCb+Cct+E | A+B+Ca+Cb+E A+B+Ca+Cc+E
J48 0.275 0.329 0.35 0.341 0.292
LMT 0.348 0.37 0.377 0.378 0.35
ANN 0.374 0.307 0.383 0.374 0.386
Ridor 0.338 0.314 0.362 0.372 0.321
A+B+Cb+Cc+E A+Ca+Cb+Cc+E B+Ca+Cb+Cc+E A+B+Ca+Cb+Cc+E
J48 0.351 0.346 0.326 0.344
LMT 0.38 0.37 0.389 0.393
ANN 0.376 0.406 0.338 0.378
Ridor 0.349 0.368 0.395 0.358
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