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In this paper we will briefly introduce the Module-Attribute Representation of
Verbal Semantics (MARVS) and present in detail the methods used to analyze
verbal semantics by the CKIP group. The theory and the methodology are based
on the analysis of forty synonym pairs of verbs as well as verbs from ten different
semantic fields.

This paper will focus on the linguistic data and our research methodology.
For more information on the theoretical issues performing to MARVS, please see
Huang et al. [this volume]. The research results published by the members of
CKIP group on a certain synonym pairs or semantic fields will also be discussed in
this paper, such as Chang et al. [this volume] on mental verbs, Liu et al. [1997] on
building verbs JIAN, GAI and ZAO, Liu et al. [this volume] on throwing verbs TOU,
ZHI, DIU and RENG, Liu et al. [1999] on chasing verbs ZHUI and GAN, and Chief
et al. [this volume] on verbs meaning “beneficial”, FANGBIAN and BIANLI.

This paper will be organized in the following way. In section 1 we will first
introduce our basic ideas on verbal semantics. In section 2 we will discuss three
related research topics, i.e. the MARVS theory, the distinction and extension of
verbal meanings, and the co-occurrence of verbs with certain sentence patterns or
adjuncts. In section 3 the methodology used for analyzing synonym pairs and
verbs in a particular semantic field will be presented. In section 4 we will give an
example of the near-synonym verbs KUAILE “happy” and GAOXING “glad” and
show precisely what to observe, how to compare and how to explain the differences
in detail.

This paper is a record of our research methodology and will be used as a
technical guide for the CKIP group. We will keep on modifying our research
methods and the theory in the future and we look forward to feedback from readers
of this paper.
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