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Preface from the General Chair

This year the annual conference organized by the North American chapter of the Association for
Computational Linguistics (NAACL) has undergone a name change to NAACL HLT. This change
reflects the integral part that all of Human Language Technology plays in the NAACL. It is symbolic
of the focus of the conference, which is represented by the collection of submitted and accepted
papers. They span our community’s emphasis on speech processing, information retrieval and language
processing techniques and applications.

The yearly NAACL conference is always the result of the volunteer contributions of a great many people
from the NAACL community who put in many hours to make the conference possible. Most of the sub-
committees of the organizing committee include researchers from the areas of language processing,
speech processing and information retrieval, again reflecting the diversity of expertise and interests in
the NAACL world.

Each year the general chair calls on a new group of members to serve as the organizing committee. They
learn, from scratch, with advice from the previous organizing committee, the tasks needed to make the
conference happen. I want to thank each of them for their hard work and good-natured spirit through
this process. I thank the program chairs, Tanja Schultz, Matthew Stone, and ChengXiang Zhai; the local
arrangement chairs, James Allen, Dan Gildea, and Lenhart Schubert; the tutorial and workshop chairs,
James Allan, Marti Hearst, and Gina Levow; the publications chairs, Yang Liu, Ronnie Smith, and Ellen
Voorhees; the sponsorship chair David Day, and exhibits chair, Tim Paek; the publicity chairs, Dilek
Hakkani-Tür, Miles Osbourne, and Tomek Strzalkowski; the demos chairs, Bob Carpenter, Amanda
Stent, and Jason Williams; and the doctoral consortium chairs, Jackson Liscombe, Phil Michalak, and
the consortium faculty advisor, Julia Hirschberg.

In additional to the organizing committee, thanks are due to the senior program committee, all the
paper reviewers, and the students who volunteered during the conference. A special thank you to our
conference sponsors, whose contributions made this conference possible: the Eastman Kodak company,
Microsoft Research, Powerset, Thomson, the Association For Machine Translation in the Americas,
IBM, and Language Weaver.

Finally, I would also like to thank the NAACL executive committee and the Advisory Board for their
advice in preparation for the conference. I especially want to thank Priscilla Rasmussen, who served as
Treasurer for this year’s meeting, as well as in her normal role as Business Manager for the ACL office.
Her knowledge, willingness to make all the ahead-details for the conference go smoothly, and her skills
as NAACL corporate memory were invaluable to this conference and its organizers.

Candace L. Sidner
BAE Systems AIT
General Chair, NAACL HLT 2007
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Preface from the Program Co-Chairs

We welcome you to NAACL HLT 2007, Human Language Technologies 2007: The Conference
of the North American Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics. NAACL HLT
2007 continues to attract high quality submissions across three broad topic areas – natural language
processing, information retrieval, and speech recognition. This year, 298 full papers were submitted and
72 accepted (24% acceptance rate); 150 late-breaking (short) papers were submitted and 55 accepted
(37% acceptance rate). The numbers of submissions for both full and short papers continue to grow
compared to those of last year.

Reviewing of the submissions was double blind and was handled using a two tiered reviewing system.
The PC Chairs selected 30 internationally recognized experts as senior program committee (SPC)
members. Each SPC member then selected a group of experts in specific areas to review both the
full and short submitted papers. The complete PC numbered around 340. Three (or two in the case of
short papers) reviewers and one SPC member were assigned per paper. The SPC oversaw the reviewing
process, helped resolve any disputes, and at the end produced, for each paper, an overview of the
reviewers’ comments along with a preliminary acceptance decision. The final decisions were made by
the program chairs based on online discussions among the SPC members.

Three award papers were chosen by the program chairs based on reviews, recommendations, the papers
themselves, and our sense that the research efforts epitomize the interactions and opportunities across
HLT that the conference aims to foster. The award for the best paper goes to: “Combining Outputs
from Multiple Machine Translation Systems” by Antti-Veikko Rosti, Bing Xiang, Spyros Matsoukas,
Richard Schwartz, Necip Fazil Ayan and Bonnie Dorr. The award for the best student paper goes to:
“Global, Joint Determination of Anaphoricity and Coreference Resolution using Integer Programming”,
by Pascal Denis and Jason Baldridge. The award for the best late-breaking news paper goes to
“Exploring Affect-Context Dependencies for Adaptive System Development” by Kate Forbes-Riley,
Mihai Rotaru, Diane Litman and Joel Tetreault. Congratulations to all the authors!

Reflecting its multi-disciplinary nature, the NAACL HLT 2007 Program consists of oral/poster
presentations of full and short papers and software demonstrations that cover a broad spectrum of topics
in natural language processing, information retrieval, and speech recognition. We are honored to have
two prominent keynote speakers, Franz Josef Och (Google Inc.) and Luis von Ahn (Carnegie Mellon
University) for what will undoubtedly be thought-provoking and enjoyable keynote talks. In addition,
the program also features a special panel on high impact future research directions for HLT (thanks to
Donna Harman).

We are indebted to all the authors who submitted papers to the conference and all those who helped us
put together the conference program, especially all the reviewers and SPC members who volunteered
their time and worked many long hours reviewing and, later, discussing the submissions. We are also
grateful to our General Conference Chair Candy Sidner and Chair of the NAACL Board Owen Rambow
for their advice and support, and to Rich Gerber for his help with using the START reviewing system.
The NAACL HLT conference has a PC chair for each of its three disciplines. Although work tasks were
shared between the three chairs equally, as natural language processing received by far the greatest
number of submissions, Matthew Stone ended up having to oversee many more papers and recruit
many more SPC members than the other two chairs. He has also taken the primary responsibility of
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managing the review process and coordinating our effort. Therefore, the two other chairs of NAACL
HLT 2007 (Tanja Schultz & ChengXiang Zhai), wish to thank Matthew for all of his additional work in
pulling this conference together.

Once again, we welcome you to NAACL HLT 2007 and hope that you enjoy the conference!

Tanja Schultz, Carnegie Mellon University
Matthew Stone, Rutgers University
ChengXiang Zhai, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
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