Briefly Noted

book itself persistently uses an ASCII hyphen where longer,
non-ASCII dashes would be correct.) Nor does the lengthy chap-
ter on text formatting include discussion of good or bad typogra-
phy or layout, or what features such systems need for the user to
achieve attractive documents. (The book’s typesetting is not too
bad, but the leading is a tad too tight, the paragraph spacing two
tads too loose. The layout is based on the elegant MIT Press house
style, but there are many widows and orphans, and figures are
often very poorly placed and hard to distinguish from the text.)

The book is oriented strongly toward Unix and its text-
processing tools. Although primarily intended as an undergradu-
ate textbook (pun unavoidable), it may also serve as a useful
reference work for its summary of techniques in encryption,
hyphenation, and the like.—G.H.
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