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PREFACE 

The 13th annual ACL meeting was held at Boston. Massa- 

chusetts, October 30 - November 1, 1975, in conjunction with 
the 38th meeting of the American Society for Information 

Science. The ACL thanks the ASIS  for i t s  assistance in pub- 

licizing the conference and in handling registration. 

This and the fallowing four microfiehe8 contain 27 of 

the 30 papers presented at the meeting. The breadth o f  the 

oonference is evident in (a) the modes of communication in- 

vestFgated (speech, sign language, and written text), (b) the 

styles of communication (monologues, dialogues, and note  

making) , and (c) the uses envisioned for @he processing of 

language data ( e . g . ,  theoretical modeling, data collection and 

retrieval, game playing, story generation, idiolect charac- 

terization, and automatic indexing). 

Topics considered include the development of language 

understanding systems, the integration and utilization of 

specific components of language, specifically syntax and 

semantics, the representation and use of discourse structure 

and general world knowledge, and the construction of text 

processing eystems. 

The program committee was so le ly  responsible for select- 

ing the t a l k s  to be given, and hence the papers to be pub- 

lished hereln. (Reg~etfully, nearly half of those submitted 



could not be accepted for lack of program t i m e  . )  Members of  

the program committee w e r e  Jonathan Allen, Joyce Friedman, .. 
Bonnie Nash-Webber, and Chuck Rieger. A special  word of ap- 

preciation is due Jonathan Allen, who a l so  served as Local 

Arrangements Chairman. Working with h i m  were B e t t y  Brociner 

and Skip McAfee of the M I S .  Aravind Joshi, president of 

ACL, provided guidance in all areas of preparation. 

The AJCL kindly provided advance publication of the 

accepted abstracts and now makes possible the publication of 

the entire proceedings. David Hays, e d i t o r  of AJCL, provided 

guidance in publication format and each author provided final 

copy in accordance with requested s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  The Center 

for Appl ied  Ltnguistics (in p a r t i c u l a r ,  David Hoffman and 

Nancy J~kovich with guidance from Hood Roberts)  contributed 

in a variety of ways, most notab ly  in the preparation of 

meeting handbooks. 

Tkis microfiche contains the papers as submitted by 

their authors for ffve of the s ix  talkb touching on Language 

Understanding Systems. The paper detailing "Conceptua1 

Grammartt by William Mattin was too long f o r  inclusion in 

&baa microfiche and will appear elsewhere. My thanks to 

Yorick Wilks for chairing the session.  

--Timothy C. Diller 

Program Committee Chairman 
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