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Preface: General Chair

In 2005, the Human Language Technology Conference (HLT) and the Conference on Empirical
Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP) were held together as a joint conference for the
first time. The conference was co-sponsored by the organization traditionally behind HLT, the Human
Language Technology Advisory Board, and the organization traditionally behind EMNLP, SIGDAT:
The Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL) Special Interest Group on linguistic data and
corpus-based approaches to natural-language processing. The joint conference was held in Vancouver,
B.C., Canada on October 6-8, co-located with the 2005 Document Understanding Conference (DUC)
and the 9th International Workshop on Parsing Technologies (IWPT).

In the HLT tradition, the conference especially encouraged submissions involving synergistic
combinations of language technologies from the sometimes disjoint areas of natural-language
processing, speech processing, and information retrieval. To encourage such cross-fertilization, each of
the major chair positions were filled by three people, one from each of these research areas.

First, | would like to thank the Program Chaithris Brew, Lee-Feng Chien andKatrin Kirchhoff ,

for handling the unexpectedly large number of submissions under a very tight schedule and putting
together an excellent program for the conference. Please see their preface for further information on
the submissions, the program committee, and the conference program.

Priscilla Rasmussendeserves our enduring gratitude for agreeing to serve as a remote Local
Arrangements Chair, and gracefully handling the multitude of responsibilities that this important
position requires.

Joyce Chaidid an excellent job as Publications Chair and managing the myriad of details required to
assemble this proceedings in the small amount of time allotted for this important step. Thanks also go
to Chen Zhang and Shaolin Qu for helping with the proceedings and dason Eisnerand Philipp

Koehn for making the publication software available and providing many good suggestions.

Donna Byron, Anand Venkataraman, andDell Zhang served as Demonstrations Chairs and carefully
reviewed 31 proposals to select 20 interesting demos that were a great addition to the conference
program.

David Elworthy andMarius Pascaserved in the important role of Sponsorship and Exhibits Chairs
and helped raise important corporate financial support for the conference. Thanks are also due to our
corporate sponsors (listed on the previous page) for their gracious support.

Srinivas Bangalore Zak Shafran, and Hsin-Min Wang served as Publicity Chairs and provided
important support in advertising the conference to the NLP, speech, and IR communities.

Anoop Sarkar andFred Popowichserved as Local Preparation and Student Volunteer Coordinators,
providing important local support in Vancouver and assembling and managing a team of student
volunteers that provided important services at the conference. The students volunteers themselves also
deserve our gratitude.

Yuk Wah Wong, Razvan Bunescuy Ruifang Ge, and Rohit Kate dedicated significant effort as
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Webmasters, putting together and constantly updating the conference web site.

Graeme Hirst provided important support and advice as Chair of the HLT Board, particularly in the
site selection and initial formation of the conference committee. The members of the HLT Board,
Karen Kukich, Donna Harman, Mary Harper , Julia Hirschberg, Sanjeev Khudanpur, Joseph
Olive, John Prange Drago Radey, andEllen Riloff, also provided important support and advice.

Ken Church also provided important support and advice as chair of SIGDAT in the initial formation
of the conference committee and continuing advice on conference organization.

Also thanks toDonna Harman for organizing the co-located DUC meeting addrry Bunt, Rob
Malouf andAlon Lavie for organizing the co-located IWPT meeting.

Finally, I would to thank all of the authors, demo presenters, and conference attendees for helping to
make the first joint HLT/EMNLP meeting a successful and engaging scientific venue!

Raymond J. Mooney
HLT/EMNLP-05 General Chair
August 24, 2005
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Preface: Program Co-chairs

It is our pleasure to welcome you to HLT/EMNLP 2005 in the beautiful city of Vancouver. For the
third time, HLT is being held in combination with a conference sponsored by an ACL organization,
thus continuing the tradition of bringing together researchers from three different communities: natural
language processing, information retrieval, and speech processing. During the last few years, these
fields have experienced a growing trend towards interaction across their traditional boundaries, as
evidenced by the exchange of approaches and methodologies, and the development of large-scale
systems integrating speech and language processing as well as information retrieval components.

We hope that this conference will further encourage this trend. In order to facilitate the interaction
between researchers from different fields, all papers have been organized into a single track rather
than two or three different tracks. We are also pleased to welcome three invited speakers whose work
spans several areas in the HLT/EMNLP field: Ellen Vorhees, Larry Hunter, and Sanjeev Khudanpur.
We would like to thank them again for accepting our invitation and for their exciting and stimulating
contributions to our program.

The joint organization of HLT and EMNLP generated an unusually large load of papers. A total
of 402 submissions were received, of which 127 were accepted, resulting in an acceptance rate of
31.6%. We would like to thank our technical chairs, who did an excellent job at selecting the program
committee and managed to handle the large number of submissions efficiently and on time. Our thanks
also go to the program committee members for their expert reviews. We are particularly grateful
to those PC members who were willing to take on additional reviews beyond their original assignments.

For the demonstrations track, thirty-one submissions were received, twenty of which were accepted.
Donna Byron, Anand Venkataramanan and Dell Zhang did a superb job at managing the demo
submissions and reviews, and we are looking forward to a very interesting session.

We are please to announce that, for the first time, a prize for the best student paper will be awarded at
this year's conference. We are especially grateful to IBM for sponsoring this award — educating future
generations of researchers in our community is of prime importance, and the public acknowledgment
of students’ research achievements is a significant contribution towards this goal.

Finally, we would like to thank our general chair, Ray Mooney, for his help and guidance, and all
organizers, PC members, technical chairs, authors, and attendees for their efforts and contributions. We
wish you a pleasant time at HLT/EMNLP 2005!

Chris Brew, Lee-Feng Chien, and Katrin Kirchhoff
Program Co-chairs
August 24, 2005
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