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Preface

Welcome to the 2008 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing! The
conference is organized under the auspices of SIGDAT, the ACL Special Interest Group for linguistic
data and corpus-based approaches to natural language processing. It is co-located this year with AMTA
2008 and the International Workshop on Spoken Language Translation, in Honolulu, Hawaii.

EMNLP received 385 submissions. We were able to accept 116 papers in total (an acceptance rate of
30%). 81 of the papers (21%) were accepted for oral presentation, and 35 (9%) for poster presentation.
Two poster papers were subsequently withdrawn after acceptance. The papers were selected by a
program committee of 15 area chairs, from Asia, Europe, and North America, assisted by a panel of
339 reviewers. This year EMNLP introduced an author response period. Authors were able to read and
respond to the reviews of their paper before the program committee made a final decision. They were
asked to correct factual errors in the reviews and answer questions raised in the reviewer comments.
The intention was to help produce more accurate reviews. In some cases, reviewers changed their
scores in view of the authors’ response and the area chairs read all responses carefully prior to making
recommendations for acceptance.

First and foremost, we would like to thank the authors who submitted their work to EMNLP. The
sheer number of submissions reflects how broad and active our field is. We are deeply indebted to
the area chairs and the reviewers for their hard work. They enabled us to select an exciting program
and to provide valuable feedback to the authors. We are grateful to our invited speakers Oren Etzioni,
Tom Griffiths, and Fernando Pereira who graciously agreed to give talks at EMNLP. Additional thanks
to the Publications Chair, Sebastian Padó, who put this volume together. Jason Eisner helped us
immensely by compiling a web site on “How to Serve as Program Chair of a Conference” (http:
//www.cs.jhu.edu/∼jason/advice/how-to-chair-a-conference.html). Special
thanks to David Yarowsky and Ken Church of SIGDAT who provided much valuable advice and
assistance over the past months. David also helped raise important financial support for the conference.
We are most grateful to Priscilla Rasmussen who helped us with various logistic and organizational
aspects of the conference. Rich Gerber and the START team responded to our questions quickly, and
helped us manage the large number of submissions smoothly. Finally, thanks are due to our webmaster,
Francesco Figari, who revamped our conference website on very short notice.

We hope you enjoy the conference!

Mirella Lapata and Hwee Tou Ng
EMNLP 2008 Program Co-Chairs
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Saša Hasan, Juri Ganitkevitch, Hermann Ney and Jesús Andrés-Ferrer
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Slav Petrov and Dan Klein

11:25–11:50 Two Languages are Better than One (for Syntactic Parsing)
David Burkett and Dan Klein

11:50–12:15 Automatic Prediction of Parser Accuracy
Sujith Ravi, Kevin Knight and Radu Soricut

Session 11c: Semantics

11:00–11:25 A Structured Vector Space Model for Word Meaning in Context
Katrin Erk and Sebastian Padó

11:25–11:50 Learning Graph Walk Based Similarity Measures for Parsed Text
Einat Minkov and William W. Cohen

11:50–12:15 A Graph-theoretic Model of Lexical Syntactic Acquisition
Hinrich Schütze and Michael Walsh

12:15–13:00 SIGDAT Business Meeting

13:00–14:00 Lunch
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Monday, October 27, 2008 (continued)

Session 12a: Question Answering

14:00–14:25 Question Classification using Head Words and their Hypernyms
Zhiheng Huang, Marcus Thint and Zengchang Qin

14:25–14:50 CoCQA: Co-Training over Questions and Answers with an Application to Predicting
Question Subjectivity Orientation
Baoli Li, Yandong Liu and Eugene Agichtein

14:50–15:15 Automatic Set Expansion for List Question Answering
Richard C. Wang, Nico Schlaefer, William W. Cohen and Eric Nyberg

Session 12b: Dialogue

14:00–14:25 Acquiring Domain-Specific Dialog Information from Task-Oriented Human-Human Inter-
action through an Unsupervised Learning
Ananlada Chotimongkol and Alexander Rudnicky

14:25–14:50 Relative Rank Statistics for Dialog Analysis
Juan Huerta

14:50–15:15 Learning to Predict Code-Switching Points
Thamar Solorio and Yang Liu

Session 12c: Semantics

14:00–14:25 Computing Word-Pair Antonymy
Saif Mohammad, Bonnie Dorr and Graeme Hirst

14:25–14:50 Construction of an Idiom Corpus and its Application to Idiom Identification based on WSD
Incorporating Idiom-Specific Features
Chikara Hashimoto and Daisuke Kawahara

14:50–15:15 Word Sense Disambiguation Using OntoNotes: An Empirical Study
Zhi Zhong, Hwee Tou Ng and Yee Seng Chan

15:15–15:45 Afternoon Break
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Session 13a: Information Extraction

15:45–16:10 Graph-based Analysis of Semantic Drift in Espresso-like Bootstrapping Algorithms
Mamoru Komachi, Taku Kudo, Masashi Shimbo and Yuji Matsumoto

16:10–16:35 The Linguistic Structure of English Web-Search Queries
Cory Barr, Rosie Jones and Moira Regelson

16:35–17:00 Mining and Modeling Relations between Formal and Informal Chinese Phrases from Web
Corpora
Zhifei Li and David Yarowsky

Session 13b: POS tagging and Word Segmentation

15:45–16:10 Unsupervised Multilingual Learning for POS Tagging
Benjamin Snyder, Tahira Naseem, Jacob Eisenstein and Regina Barzilay

16:10–16:35 Part-of-Speech Tagging for English-Spanish Code-Switched Text
Thamar Solorio and Yang Liu

16:35–17:00 Information Retrieval Oriented Word Segmentation based on Character Association
Strength Ranking
Yixuan Liu, Bin Wang, Fan Ding and Sheng Xu

Session 13c: Machine Learning

15:45–16:10 An Analysis of Active Learning Strategies for Sequence Labeling Tasks
Burr Settles and Mark Craven

16:10–16:35 Latent-Variable Modeling of String Transductions with Finite-State Methods
Markus Dreyer, Jason Smith and Jason Eisner

16:35–17:00 Soft-Supervised Learning for Text Classification
Amarnag Subramanya and Jeff Bilmes
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