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Abstract

REL, a Rapidly Extensible Language System, is an inte~
grated information system designed to facilitate conversational
access to a computer. It permits the use of large data bases by
means of highly idiosyncratic languages. One of these languages
is a subset of natural English with an extensive capability for
defining new concepts and structures. REL English is a formal
language, essentially unrestricted in surface structure and re-
stricted by the structural limitations of the memory forms. The
structural power of this language is matched by the extremely
flexible organization of data into interrelated rings. The REL
grammar consists of rewrite rules and associated semantic trans-
formations, and includes general rewrite and transformational
rules. A number of aspects of the grammar are discussed in
detail, including features, name and relation modification, verbs,
subordinate clauses, time modification, quantifiers and

conjunctions.



