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Preface

These proceedings include the 17 papers presented at the Twelfth Workshop on NLP for Similar
Languages, Varieties and Dialects (VarDial 2025), co-located with the 31st International Conference
on Computational Linguistics (COLING 2025). VarDial was held in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Despite the short interval between the 2024 and 2025 editions of VarDial, we are glad to see that VarDial
continues to serve the community as the main venue for researchers interested in the computational
processing of language variation. The papers accepted this year address a wide range of topics, such
as normalization and dialectal translation, native language identification, and slot and intent detection.
We also see several papers making use of and evaluating large language models on variety-related tasks.
Once again, these proceedings are characterized by great linguistic diversity, with work on regional
English dialects, Portuguese, Luxemburgish, Church Slavic, and Arabic, to name just a few.

As in previous editions, VarDial 2025 features an evaluation campaign with the NorSID shared task
on slot, intent and dialect identification for Norwegian dialects. Slot and intent detection were already
included in a VarDial shared task in 2023, but without including Norwegian data. Likewise, language and
dialect identification tasks have been very common at past editions of VarDial, but this is the first dialect
identification featuring varieties of Norwegian. This volume includes the system description papers
prepared by the four participating teams, as well as a report written by the task organizers summarizing
the results and findings of the evaluation campaign.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all the shared task organizers and the participants
for their hard work. We further thank the VarDial program committee members for being an important
part of the workshop’s success.

The VarDial workshop organizers:

Yves Scherrer, Tommi Jauhiainen, Nikola Ljubesi¢, Preslav Nakov, Jorg Tiedemann, and Marcos
Zampieri

http://sites.google.com/view/vardial-2025/
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