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Message from the General Chair

Welcome to the Joint 25th Nordic Conference on Computational Linguistics and 11th Baltic Conference
on Human Language Technologies (NoDaLiDa/Baltic-HLT 2025) to be held in beautiful Tallinn, Estonia,
on March 2–5, 2025.

It is 48 years since the first NoDaLiDa was held and 21 years since the first Baltic HLT was held. Now,
for the first time, the two major conferences on computational linguistics and language technology in the
Nordic and Baltic regions have joined forces as a joint event. Both conferences aim to bring together
researchers in the Nordic and Baltic countries interested in any aspect related to human language and
speech technology. As a joint event, we extended the conference with one extra workshop day so that we
have one day before and one day after the main two-day conference. It is a great honor for me to serve
as the general chair of this joint event.

We solicited three different types of papers (long, short, and demo papers) and received 127 valid sub-
missions, of which 4 were withdrawn during the process. In total, we accepted 81 papers (acceptance
rate: 66%; long papers 65%, short papers: 66%, demos 80%), which will be presented as 43 oral pre-
sentations, 34 posters, and 4 demos. More than half of the accepted papers are student papers, in which
the first author is a student (29 long, 19 short, and 2 demo papers). Each paper was reviewed by three
experts. We are extremely grateful to the 155 Programme Committee members for their detailed and
helpful reviews.

The 81 accepted papers are organized into 12 oral sessions and 2 poster and demo sessions. In addition to
these regular sessions, the conference program includes three keynote talks. We would like to extend our
gratitude to the keynote speakers for agreeing to present their work at NoDaLiDa/Baltic-HLT. Arianna
Bisazza from the University of Groningen will talk on the topic of “Not all Language Models Need to be
Large: Studying Language Evolution and Acquisition with Modern Neural Networks.” Dirk Hovy from
Bocconi University will talk about “The Illusion of Understanding – Unpacking the True Capabilities of
Language Models.” Arvi Tavast from the Institute of the Estonian Language will talk about “No Sex, No
Future: On the Status of Estonian in a Changing World,” continuing the NoDaLiDa tradition of featuring
a presentation about the local language.

The main conference is complemented by 6 workshops on a diverse set of topics. On March 2, pre-
ceding the main conference: Resources and representations for under-resourced languages and do-
mains (RESOURCEFUL-2025); Nordic-Baltic Responsible Evaluation and Alignment of Language
models (NB-REAL); and The 1st Workshop on Ecology, Environment, and Natural Language Process-
ing (NLP4Ecology). On March 5, after the main conference: Constraint Grammar and Finite State NLP
– Rule-based and hybrid methods and tools for user communities; The 13th Workshop on Natural Lan-
guage Processing for Computer Assisted Language Learning (NLP4CALL); and Automatic Assessment
of Atypical Speech (AAAS). The workshop themes illustrate the breadth of topics that can be found in
language technology, and we are extremely happy and grateful to the workshop organizers for comple-
menting the main program.

I would like to thank the entire team that made NoDaLiDa/Baltic-HLT possible. I was honored to receive
the invitation to serve as the general chair from Jörg Tiedemann and the NEALT board; thank you
for trusting me in this role. My deepest gratitude goes to the organizing committee. Thank you to
the program chair committee Daniel Hershcovich, Jenna Kanerva, Pierre Lison, and Andrius Utka, for
working hard on putting the program together, especially for your great effort in leading the reviewing
process and shepherding papers from submission to the final decision. Thank you to the program chair
advisors Mark Fišel and Inguna Skadin, a, for your valuable advice about previous editions of NoDaLiDa
and Baltic-HLT. Thank you to Richard Johansson for leading the publication efforts that led to this
volume, as well as the coordination of the workshop proceedings. Thank you to the workshop chairs,
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Normunds Grūzı̄tis and Samia Touileb, for leading the workshop selection. Thank you to Mike Zhang,
our social media chair, for all your posts and for spreading information about the conference. My ultimate
thank you goes to the local organizer team, Helen Kaljumäe, Merily Remma, and Kadri Vare, for a truly
amazing job; the conference wouldn’t have happened without your effort! It was a pleasure to work
together.

On behalf of the organizing committee, we would like to thank the NoDaLiDa/Baltic-HLT sponsors for
their generous financial support that helped us organize an affordable conference. We would also like
to thank all the conference speakers and participants. Your interactions and enthusiasm are what will
make the actual conference into a forum for fruitful conversations and discussions that contribute to
connections for years to come.

Welcome, and I hope you enjoy the Joint 25th Nordic Conference on Computational Linguistics and 11th
Baltic Conference on Human Language Technologies

Sara Stymne
Uppsala
March 2025
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Message from the Local Organizers

When we began planning this event, we initially set out to host Baltic-HLT, a key conference for the
Baltic language technology community. However, it ended up that this year marks the first time that
Baltic-HLT and NoDaLiDa have been brought together, uniting two established traditions into one joint
conference. In an era shaped by rapid advancements in language technologies – especially the rise
of large language models – collaboration across regions and disciplines is more important than ever.
Together we can address common challenges and ensure that every language, large or small, has a place
in the digital future. We are pleased to welcome you to Tallinn, where cultural richness and innovation
come together! We hope your time here brings new ideas, valuable connections, and leaves you with
great memories.

Thank you for everyone for being part of NoDaLiDa/Baltic-HLT 2025, and we wish you a wonderful
conference!
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Kaarel Kaljurand, Amanda Kann, Antti Kanner, Jurgita Kapočiūtė-Dzikienė, Jussi Karlgren,
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Invited Talk: Not all Language Models Need to be Large –
Studying Language Evolution and Acquisition with Modern

Neural Networks
Arianna Bisazza

University of Groningen

Why do languages look the way they do? And what makes us so good at learning language as we grow
up? Since the early days of connectionism, outstanding questions about human language have been
investigated by means of simulations involving small neural networks (NNs) and toy languages. Is this
still possible and meaningful in the age of Large pre-trained Language Models (LLMs)?

In this talk, I’ll propose that modern NNs can indeed be a valuable tool to simulate and study processes
of language evolution and acquisition. This, however, requires having control of training data, model
architecture, and learning setup, which is typically not possible with LLMs.

I will then present two lines of research following these principles, namely: (1) simulating language
change using small NN-agents that learn to communicate with pre-defined artificial languages, and (2)
simulating the acquisition of syntax by training LMs on child-directed language. I’ll end with a discus-
sion of the value of interdisciplinarity and the importance of experimenting in controlled setups, rather
than focusing all our research efforts on the evaluation of LLMs.

Invited Talk: The Illusion of Understanding – Unpacking the
True Capabilities of Language Models

Dirk Hovy
Bocconi University

The rapid development of large language models in recent years has transformed the field of NLP. Many
people are concerned that it has trivialized the field or even rendered it obsolete. In this talk, I’ll argue
that neither is true: NLP has a long way to go, and LLMs are the most recent in a long line of methods
that have advanced the field. LLMs have freed us from many of the nitty-gritty details that previously
hampered NLP research, allowing us to focus on larger and more interesting questions.

One of the most fundamental questions is what it means to “understand” language. In a world where AI
can generate anything from translations to poetry and code, it’s easy to believe these models genuinely
understand us. However, despite its linguistic abilities, today’s generative AI still resembles a skilled
mimic rather than a genuine linguist. We will look at thought experiments and real-world examples to
demonstrate the limitations of statistical models’ knowledge, their inability to grasp context and nuance,
and the dangers of overestimating their abilities. I will emphasize the theoretical and practical implica-
tions for future language technology, with a focus on social context. Drawing on philosophy, linguistics,
and NLP history, we will investigate what it truly means to ‘understand’ a language beyond the words
and the implications for safety and utility in LLMs.
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Invited Talk: No Sex, no Future – On the Status of Estonian
in a Changing World

Arvi Tavast
Institute of the Estonian Language

Apart from well-known anecdotes about the absence of gender marking and future tense, the most pecu-
liar feature of Estonian is its number of speakers. Being one of the smallest fully functional languages in
the world, it is a source of pride for its speakers, as well as a central part of their identity. The resulting
puristic attitudes towards language also enjoy strong legal support. One of the enablers of this ideologi-
cal stance is the channel metaphor of communication: that language as a system exists independently of
its speakers, and communication works in virtue of using a shared code to encode and decode messages.
This metaphor is still going strong in folk linguistics despite all evidence to the contrary, including re-
cent advances in language modelling. A completely different reading for the title of the talk is provided
by more recent learning- and prediction-based accounts of why we understand each other. Language,
like any naturally evolving system, is vitally dependent on the random variability that is so conveniently
present in linguistic data. This makes openness to new information a precondition to having a future,
also for languages.
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