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Preface

Welcome to the first workshop and shared task on Multilingual Counterspeech Generation, co-located
at COLING 2025. Counterspeech is a promising strategy for fighting online hate, and it consists of

refuting it via thoughtful and cogent reasons and fact-bound arguments. Despite the increasing interest
from the NLP community in automating counterspeech production, existing studies and resources in
this area still mainly focus on English. In this first edition of the workshop, we aim to fill this gap by
encouraging researchers to delve into the challenging task of counterspeech generation in a multilingual
setting. In fact, hate is an international phenomenon, and requires being addressed in all languages.
The workshop also hosted a shared task, where participants were tasked with generating counterspeech

in four different languages (English, Italian, Spanish and Basque). They also had the opportunity to
employ specific background knowledge that was provided, or any additional external knowledge of their
choice, to obtain generations of higher quality. Overall, the workshop received 13 paper submissions,

including 10 related to the shared task. In total, 10 papers will be presented. Additionally, the program
includes one non-archival paper presentation and two invited talks.

We extend our gratitude to the program committee for their constructive and insightful reviews, as well
as to all authors for their submissions and engagement with the workshop.

Workshop organizers.

Website link: https://sites.google.com/view/multilang-counterspeech-gen/
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