Preface

The SwissText conference series was started by the Zurich University of Applied
Sciences (ZHAW) in 2016. The first edition, which attracted more than 170 people, was
already a big success. The conference was turned over to the Swiss Association for
Natural Language Processing (SwissNLP) in 2020, and it is now organized by Swiss
universities in cooperation with SwissNLP.

This year, the 9" SwissText 2024 was hosted at the University of Applied Sciences of the
Grisons (FHGR) from 10" to 11" June in Chur and co-organized by ZHAW.

Our call for papers asked for scientific papers for the Scientific and Junior Tracks as well
as abstracts for the Applied Track. We received a total of 53 submissions, and selected
20 for oral presentation, and 24 as posters.

In addition, a shared task on “Automatic Classification of the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Their Targets in English Scientific
Abstracts” was hosted at the conference, alongside the following workshops:

e Next-Gen Cleantech Solutions: Mining Insights from Media and Patent Data with

Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Large Language Models (LLMs)

e RAG: Unveiling the Power of Retrieval-Augmented Generation

e Grounding Generative Al Models

e Al Support Systems for Academic Research

The SwissText 2024 proceedings contain 10 full papers from the Regular Scientific
Track, 4 for the Junior Scientific track, 34 abstracts from the Applied Track as well as
summaries and contributions from the workshops and shared task.

We would like to thank our keynote speakers Lewis Tunstall, Torsten Zesch, Michele
Balthasar, Leon Derczynski and Jesse Berent. Their perspectives and contributions were
much appreciated.

We are grateful to our sponsors and partners, who supported us. In addition, we would
like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone who has contributed to this conference.
Thanks to conference fellow members of the organizing committee composed of
General Chairs, Albert Weichselbraun (Program Chair), Claudiu Musat (Scientific Track
Chair), Elisabeth Maier (Workshop Chair), Lucas Zimmermann (Conference Happiness
Manager), Manuela Hurlimann (Organizational Memory), Workshop Organizers, and the
Program Committee for their excellent work.

Your sincerely,
Corsin Capol, University of Applied Sciences of the Grisons
Mark Cieliebak, Zurich University of Applied Sciences
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