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Preface

Twenty years after the first ISA workshop (Tilburg, 2004), this is the year of the 20th edition of
the series. The ISA workshops were inspired by the decision of the International Organisation
for Standards ISO to start developing annotation standards for language data, including lexical
information, typed feature structures, morphological and syntactic information, and the Semantic
Annotation Framework (SemAF), a multi-part standard for annotating aspects of meaning.
As the development of such standards is the work of small groups of experts nominated by
ISO member countries, the ISA workshops were set up with the intention to (a) promote the
involvement of all interested scholars in these processes, and (b) to inform scholars in language
studies and developers of language resources and linguistic applications of the ISO activities
and the standards under development. To support this two-way interaction, the ISA workshops
were organised as a joint initiative of the ACL Special Interest Group in Semantics (SIGSEM)
and of ISO Working Group TC 37/SC 4/WG 2, Semantic annotation. apart from ISA-3 (Marina
del Rey, 2008) and ISA-8 (Pisa, 2012), all ISA workshops have been organised as satellite
events of large conferences such as LREC, ACL, IWCS and COLING.

This year’s workshop at LREC-COLING 2024 has seen a higher number of submissions, full
papers as well as short papers, than any previous edition of the ISA series. Since most of the
submissions were of excellent quality, we have been forced to follow the LREC policy of having
not only the accepted short papers but also some of the accepted full papers presented as a
poster plus a flash presentation. True to the original intention of the ISA workshop series, the
ISA-20 program features a mix of papers, presented in these proceedings, on developing new
ISO standards such as VoxML (visual information) and QuantML (quantification), on ways to use
multiple standards defined by SemAF parts, and on topics not directly related to ISO activities
but to semantic annotation as such.

Many thanks are due to the Program Committee members for their diligent and fast review work.
The organisers,

Harry Bunt, Nancy Ide, Kiyong Lee, Volha Petukhova, James Pustejovsky, and Laurent Romary.
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